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%& The war has both multiplied the number of Official Departments and encouraged Societies 
and Committees of all kinds to become more vocal. The result is a growing output of official 
and group propaganda. A glossary of abbreviations is now provided below, together with 
the full address and telephone number of the organizations concerned. In all cases where the 
town is not mentioned the word LONDON is implicit in the address. 
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Sloane 2837 
Federation of Master Builders. 23, Compton Terrace, Upper Street, N.1. 


Canonbury 2041 
Faculty of Surveyors of England. 8, Buckingham Palace Gdns., S.W.1. 
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94, Petty France, S.W.1. Abbey 1010 
National Buildings Record. 66, Portland Place, W.1. Welbeck 1881 
All Souls’ College, Oxford. Oxford 48809 
National Federation of Building Trades Employers. 82, New Cavendish Street, 
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National Federation of Housing Societies. 13, Suffolk St.,S.W.1. Whitehall 2881/2/3 
National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty. 7, Buckingham 
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Reinforced Concrete Association. 91, Petty France, S.W.1. Whitehall 9936 
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.C. Chancery 5313 
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The versatility of 


LEAD 


It is not generally realised how numerous are 
the applications of Lead. In normal times it is 
the most widely used of all non-ferrous metals. 
In wartime, restrictions have to be imposed on 
its use for certain purposes. Nevertheless, for 
permanent building, nothing can really take the 
place of Lead—either for protective value or for 
lasting properties. It is well, therefore, to refer 
from time ,to time to the regulations governing 
the use of Lead in order that in every case in 
which its use is permitted the most permanent 
and satisfactory material is used for the job. And 
it is important that, when the control of Lead is 
relaxed, everything possible should be done to 
maintain the high standard of practice in Lead 


work built up by pre-war experience. 
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For the latest details concerning the 
permitted useof Sheet Lead and Lead 
Pipe at the present time, consult your 
usual supplier or the revised Economy 
Memorandum issued by the Ministry 
of Works. For a summary of the best 
and most up-to-date methods of ap- 
plying the unique properties of Lead 
to typical building problems, refer to 
the Technical Bulletins and Informa- 
tion Sheets issued by this Council, 
copies of which are available onrequest 


LEAD 


Lead seals 


LEAD INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL - EAGLE HOUSE . JERMYN STREET - LONDON, S.W.I 
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W.... part will plastics play in the future of Shipbuilding? It is unlikely that 
they will replace metal and timber to the extent prophesied by 


some 
enthusiasts. It is equally certain that many new and .varied uses will be found for 
them by marine architects and constructors, particularly in the furnishings, communications. 
and services of the vessels. Transparent panels, lighting fittings, cable insulation, 
mouldings and laminated parts are but a few of the practical uses for plastics. I.C.I. make 
many types of plastics including methyl methacrylate sheet, polyvinyl 

chloride and polythene for cable coverings, cements, glues, laminating fic 
resins, moulding powders and nylon for bristles. Information concerning Ypemagstmegs™y 
all of them will be supplied on application to: ee, 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED, LONDON, 5$.W.! 
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PICKERINGS LTD. + GLOBE ELEVATOR WORKS - STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
LONDON OFFICE: 16 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
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The “ PARKERIZING ” Rust-Proofing Processes have stood x 


the test of time in peace and war. Indeed the wartime i 
expansion of the scope and uses of the ‘“ PARKERIZING” x 
A 
processes leave no doubt of their efficacy and value. It can be Be 


truly said that these Processes have come through the furnace 


of war with a vastly enhanced reputation. 


“PARKERIZING” stands on a” peak of quality and 
acknowledges no competition because two decades of experience 
have created a background of technical knowledge of Metal 


Finishing problems and their.solution unrivalled the Rust- 
Proofing field. 3 


In the decade to come PYRENE METAL TREATMENT % 
PROCESSES will continue to lead the field in quality, 


reliability, durability and simplicity. 


PARKERIZED BONDERIZED 
Regd. Trade Mork Regd. Trade Mark 


METAL FINISHING 
PROCESSES 


SPRA-BONDERIZED 


Regd. Trade Mark 
Three words meaning rust-proofed with PYRENE Chemicals 


THE PYRENE COMPANY, LIMITED, METAL FINISHING DIVISION 
Great West Road, Brentford, Middlesex 
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PLACING THE WINGED BULL AT THE ROYAL ENTRANCE OF THE PALACE COURT AT KHORSABAD 


The Assyrian legacy to posterity was wide 
discovery in pharmacy, architecture and chemistry. 


At a time when potentially powerful nations knew 
little but barbarism, the Assyrians were enjoying an 
advanced civilisation. Why?—- 

History shows that their progress was due almost 
entirely to an ‘‘ideal’’ climate which stimulated 
remarkable mental and physical activity.* 


The effect of this stimulus is well illustrated by the 
concentration of the Assyrian and other early civili- 
sations within a climatic belt where areas of moderate 
humidity coigcided with a yearly average temperature 


of 70°F. For 4,000 years no comparable civilisation 
developed outside this area until man replaced his 
brazier and roof smokehole by the hypocaust and later 
by the chimney fireplace. 


These improved defences against extremes of 
temperature are recognisable as the rudiments of Air 
Conditioning and resulted in the spread of civilisation 
to the unfriendly climates. 


The modern analogy is the Carrier installation, 
producing’ in any enclosed space—in any climate, the 
atmosphere in which we may live and work with 
maximum comfort and efficiency. 


*Since that time it is significant that deterioration of climate has been 


followed by deterioration in national prosperity and world influence. 


CARRIER ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED 


24 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON 
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REFRIGERATION 
(OLD STYLE) 


Food hoarding in the Middle Ages was carried out in 
the grand manner. It had to be. Shops and transport 
were primitive. The great Manor Houses were obliged to 
be self-supporting communities with several months’ food 
reserves. The carcases of 20 oxen and 15 pigs, 8,000 
herrings, 6 barrels of lard, 2 quarters of salt were typical 
items in the household larder. The problem of meat 
deterioration was solved by salting, curing or covering 
with lard. About the year 1800, however, someone seems 
to have equipped one of these houses with an under- 
ground ice-box, insulated from the outer air by a system 
of passages and doors. Here, during the winter months, 
blocks of ice were packed away between layers of straw 
and these apparently lasted right through the summer. 


Today, of course, when small households are the rule. . . 
when shops and fast transport take care of fresh food 
supplies . . . the housewife has few worries about food 
deterioration. Such worries as she has can be easily 
ended, thanks to compact modern refrigeration, and the 
blessing of gas . . . a clean, reliable fuel capable of auto- 
matic control, ideal, not only for domestic refrigeration 
but for cooking, comfort heating and constant hot water. 


FOR POST-WAR PLANNING 
GAS WILL BE AT YOUR SERVICE 


wus equipment is only available for priority work, but architects planning for 
the post-war period can benefit from wartime experience and achievement. 


BRITISH COMMERCIAL GAS ASSOCIATION, | GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON, S.W.! 


PRESS GANG 


In factories, institutions, schools and offices in most parts of 

the country there is a press gang at work saving fuel. But 

it is an unusually willing and well-behaved press gang. 
These Prestex non-concussive self-closing taps have to be 

pressed to serve and as soon as you stop pressing they stop 

serving! That’s the beauty of them as water savers. 

With these Prestex self-closers on the job you need no 


longer worry about the thoughtless people who always forget 
to turn off the tap. 


PEGLERS LTD. 
BELMONT WORKS, DONCASTER 
and 58 SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON S.E.1 
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THE PERMANENCE OF ASPHALT 
WHEN USED IN BUILDING & 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION IS 
DEPENDENT UPON THE 
RELIABILITY of the MATRIX 


TRINIDAD LAKE ASPHALT 
IS STANDARDISED BY NATURE 
AND DOES NOT VARY 


THE LIMMER & TRINIDAD 
LAKE ASPHALT CO. LTD. 


10 GROSVENOR PLACE , LONDON, S.W.1 
"SLOANE 7123 
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etal Windows 


RUSTPROOF METAL WINDOW COMPANY LIMITED 
DEVA WORKS, SALTNEY, CHESTER. LONDON OFFICE: 
9, HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.!. TEL.: MAYFAIR 2764 


for all copying processes 


Ilford Limited manufacture a comprehensive 
range of document papers suitable for every copying 
process and for use with all types of copying machines, 

Ilford Document Papers are coated with a high 
speed, contrasty, orthochromatic emulsion which yields 
excellent negatives with intense blacks and clean white lines, 
and are available to suit every subject. These papers are 
supplied in cut sizes or in rolls to fit the standard docu- 
ment copying cameras. 

Ilford Limited are always willing to give expert 
advice on all matters concerning the application of Photo- 
graphy to plan copying in Engineering and other Industries. 

Ilford Document Paper is made in grades as under:— 


ILFORD Document Paper No. 4 
Recommended for ordinary commercial use—coated on 
standard grade paper which is fairly thick and strong. 
Highly orthochromatic. 

ILFORD Document Paper No. 4T 
Highly orthochromatic. Coated on a thin tough base for 
use when copies are required for mailing. 

ILFORD Document Paper No. 
Coated on a smooth, thin rag base. Highly orthochromatic. 
Recommended for making copies that have to remain in 
perfect condition over long periods. 

ILFORD Ortho Photomechanical Paper 
for copying intricate plans containing fine lines, giving 
cleaner and stronger reproductions. 

ILFORD Photomechanical Paper 

A slower paper coated with a non-ortho emulsion. 

The Ilford booklet ‘Photography Applied to Plan copying in 


Engineering and other Industries” describes several convenient 
processes applicable in every drawing office. 


ILFORD LIMITED, ILFORD, LONDON 
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contributes to the National Larder 


When post-war building plans are put into 
practice there will be an opportunity for 
Refrigeration to serve the public in a way 
that has never been attempted before. 
Food storage space of maximum capacity/ 
efficiency ratio can be economically provided 
in the new homes by the use of our latest 
development — 

the Frigidaire Larder Conditioner. 


Here are brief details... 


By circulating cold-conditioned "’ 
air it will cool a lightly insulated larder of 
25/30 cubic feet capacity. 


= Temperature will be maintained at 
under 50°F. all the year round —even if 
the larder is on a south wall. 


> Maintains ideal relative humidity. This 
means that perishable food need not be 
covered or wrapped — even bread or vege- 
tables. 


=p Powered by the famous Frigidaire 
Sealed Rotary Compressor, it is entirely 
automatic in operation% De-frosting — 
and adjustment —are quite unnecessary. 
Current consumption under average con- 
ditions — 2 units daily. 


The Frigidaire Larder Conditioner, after 
rigid testing, has been critically examined by 
Ministries, Architects, Municipal Authori- 
ties and Builders. All agree that it will be a 
most valuable contribution to improved 


post-war housing. * 
. This means PROVED reliability. Today 
: A letter or ‘phone call will bring you further there are at least 5,000,000 Frigidaire Rotary 


technical details. Compressors in use throughout the world. 


FRIGIDAIRE 


FRIGIDAIRE’ LTD - EDGWARE ROAD - THE HYDE - LONDON N.W.9 - Telephone: Colindale 6541 


q THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for November 30, 1944 [xi * 
5 
4 
| 
q 
4 
4 


xii] THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for November 30, 1944 


CORDially 
that its better 


Arens have made far-reaching advances in the art of 
window opening without fuss or bother and with the 
minimum of effort—such patience-wrecking appendages as 


rods, levers and cords, are relics of a bygone age. JUST 
In the modern building, windows, roof-lights and top-hung SLIDE 
ventilators are simply, neatly, and efficiently operated by 


the ARENS CONTROL. THE 


For post-war planning you will want to know the application 
of our control to your particular problem, so write to us now 
for Information Sheet No. 441 which describes ARENS 
WINDOW CONTROLS in detail and indicates some of 
their many applications. 


ARENS CONTROLS, Fe. EAST CROYDON, SURREY 
Telephones: ADDiscombe 3051/4 


Telegrams : Unicontrol, Phone, London 


831/3 WARWICK ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, II Telephone: Acocks Green 0736. 


| 
| 

| 

I" 

HANDLE | | 

q 


J 


2 

| 

: 

| 
] 
| 
| 

: 

] 

| 

| 

| 

4 

q 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

— 
| 

; 


THe ARCHITECTS’ JoURNAL for November 30, 1944 [xiiz 


Truscon Precast Units being fixed 
in upper storey of framed building 


FOR FLOORS 


TRUSCON FLOORS, 6, Collingham Gardens. LONDON, S.W.5. 


M FOR 


*Phone: FRObisher 8141 


An Advertisement of THE TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. LTD.. London, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Birmingham, Giasgow, Cardiff, Taunton 
@Q4-552 
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A Perfumery Shop 


DESIGNED BY MR. HUGH CASSON, M.A., A.R.I.B.A. 


A feeling of freshness and spotlessness. . 

A sense of space and harmony. . .. An atmosphere of quiet sophistication. 
These, considered Mr. Casson, were the significant things in a modern 
perfumery shop, and he set out to achieve them with Warerite Laminated 
Plastics. | 

If his design does nothing else it at least demonstrates the scope and 
versatility of these new materials in modern interior decoration. From the 
purély practical viewpoint, Warerite veneers and wall panels have much 
to recommend them. They are almost indestructible and highly resistant 
to the action of heat, water, alcohol and acids. ‘ Warerite’ is a name to 
bear in mind in connection with building plans for after the war, when 
veneers and wall panels will be available in a wide range of colours. 


A curved display wall of lemon 
yellow Warerite panels sweeps in- 
wards from the entrance lobby. The 
interior walls and ceiling all have 
Warerite linings; the side walls pale 
blue-grey, the end wall black and the 
ceiling air blue. The low display 
table in the window has a white 
Warerite top and the fluorescent 
lighting panel over the counter is of 
the same material. The yellow note 
is echoed in the counter and display 
fitting behind it, both of Warerite 
laminated sheet. 


LAMINATED PLASTICS MADE BY 
WARERITE LIMITED - oF 
BAKELITE LIMITED - WARE, HERTS 
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BENEFACTORS MANKIND 


brilliant American scientist interested 

in the study of gravitation and 
molecular physics, but his great obsession was 
electricity. He lived through the progressive 
stages of candle light, lamp light and gas light, 
and then he contributed the electric arc lamp 


CHARLES FRANCIS BRUSH (1849-1929) 


His outstanding work was in the field to the amenities of civilisation, bringing noon- 
of light, a subject, akin to life itself, day light at midnight to city squares, boulevards 
which still engages the seeker after and broadways. His inventions include a 


scientific truth, and awaits final dynamo, and he claimed the lead storage 
definition. In his great old age he 


; battery as one of his original conceptions. The 
was described as “A Pioneer of 
Light". Could any epitaph be more Brush Electrical Engineering Co. Ltd., which 
honourable ? bears his name, sprang directly from his 
activities, and has carried on the tradition of his 
pioneering through half a century of progress. 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
LOUGHBOROUGH, ENGLAND. 


TURBO-GENERATORS, TRANSFORMERS, E.H.T. and M.T. SWITCHGEAR, A.C. and D.C. 
MOTORS and GENERATORS , CONVERTORS, ELECTRIC TRUCKS, BUS and COACH BODIES 
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In the modern borehole pumping unit designed 
by Hayward-Tyler, the motor is ‘wet,’ that is, 
water-filled, water-cooled and water-lubricated. 
It is coupled to the pump under water, has only 
two bearings and gives high efficiency. By these 
means more gallons per hour can be raised 
from greater depths at lower cost. 


HAY WARD-TYLER 


otor 


AVAILABLE 


1944/5 MODELS 


The unit runs extremely quietly, is easy to in- 
stal with portable tackle, and has the advantage 
of low headroom. For more detailed information 
about the wet motor pump, write (enclosing Id. 
stamp) for an illustrated booklet, to the designers 
and makers, Hayward-Tyler and Co. Ltd., Shell 
Mex House, 76, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
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A PRE-WAR EXAMPLE OF FIREPLACE CRAFTSMANSHIP 


When the time comes to turn again to the tasks of peace, we 
look forward to making renewed progress in a tradition 
of craftsmanship we have made essentially our own. 


BRATT COLBRAN LIMITED 
10, MORTIMER STREET, LONDON,W.1. 


SPECIALISTS iN SOLID FUEL, GAS AND ELECTRICAL 


HEATING 
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No other type of structure imposes such severe and 
fluctuating loads upon the bricks. From footings to 
cap they must maintain a standard of performance 
far in excess of that which any other type of build- 
ing demands . . . For many years the leading firms 
of Industrial Chimney specialists have preferred 
PHORPRES Bricks. One firm alone — Chimneys 
Limited — have built 259 industrial chimneys using 
PHORPRES bricks. 


The foundations of a house 
are child's play by comparison. 


LONDON BRICK COMPANY 


HEAD OFFICE: STEWARTBY, BEDFORD, BEDS. 


LIMITED 


Telephone : KEMPSTON 3131 


BIRMINGHAM OFFICE : PRUDENTIAL BUILDINGS. ST. PHILIP’S PLACE, BIRMINGHAM, 3 


PHORPRES BRISTOL DEPOT: ASHLEY HILL GOODS DEPOT (G.W.R.) ASHLEY HILL. 


Telephone : COLMORE 4/4! 
Telephone: BRISTOL 46572 


ace chimney 
| pe 
e | 
> 
el all \ 
bric 
| he a% 
tor 
XS 
o 
as. 
\ 
% 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for November 30, 1944 [xix 


Re-Housing 


600D HOUSES 


must have 


PLENTY OF TIMBER 


JOHN SADD & SONS LTD. 


HIGH-CLASS JOINERY 


Windows Dressers Staircases Doors’ Kitchen Cupboards Mouldings 


MALDON | ESSEX 


Telephone: Maldon 131 London Office: Aldwych House, W.C.2. Telephone: Holborn 7225 


Stoneham & Kirx 
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SS =="O DN 0 


Gr: Hampton Street 


| Doors or Aut Types Wit Acain Be Our SPECIALTY 
As PRE-WAR 


TEL.: NORTHERN 2252 


Steel Buildings, Roof Trusses, Hay Barns, Water Towers,. 
Steel Staircases, Stee] Doors, Contractors’ Store Sheds, 
Electrically Welded Structures. We design to meet all 
modern requirements and erect in all parts of the country. 
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Industrial Conta 


IRONCLAD SWITCH PLUG UNITS 


> 


NAAN 


ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 
FOR ALL WAR-TIME INSTALLATIONS 


The outstanding quality of ‘“‘BRITMAC’’ Ironclad Accessories 
is well known. The Switchplug illustrated, Catalogue No. P.1402, 
fully justifies its popularity, resulting in ever increasing demands, 
which bearing in mind present day conditions, we are endeavouring 
to satisfy. May we send you full details of the ‘“‘BRITMAC”’ 
lronclad Range? 

POINTS 0 F PERFECTION 


Telegrams: 
HECTOMAR 
BIRMINGHAM 
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COCKS GRE Wharfdale Rd. Tyseley | 
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is a system of dry Unit Construction for 
‘ HOUSES, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS and FACTORIES, 


which gives utmost speed of erection on the site. 


SECO is the system which : 


has been most widely 
during the past three 


years. It is based on a wall 


unit 7ft. 4}in. by 3ft. 2}in., of 
which 6,469,800 feet super have 


been made and erected into 283 
different designs of buildings on 


698 sites. 


“« Seco’ and “‘ Uni-Seco”’ are the registered Trade Marks of Uni-Seco Structures Limited. 


UNI-SECO STRUCTURES LIMITED 


6 Woods Mews, Park Lane, London, W.1. . Mayfair 6661 


Stoneham & Kirk 
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OARD ROOMS 


SON LTD 


DEGORATIVE METAL| 


WROUGHT IRONWORK 
FOUNDERS * SPINNERS: 
MACHINISTS 


30-38 OSBORNE ROAD 
ACTON, LONDON, W.3. 


* PRIVATE EXCHANGE 


* We are ready now to prepare 
lighting schemes and designs for 
post-war construction. 
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THE FUTURE 


At present we can only supply for Priority 
Work—but our catalogue anticipates post-war 
needs, may we send you a copy. 


Telegrams: Windows, Wolverhampton. 


‘Te trend of design in Beacon Windows 
has been based on the careful study of the 
work of contemporary Architects ; a prac- 
tical sympathy with the tendency to design 
for more light and less obstruction in every 
building facia. 


- A decided increase in glass to frame ratio 
has given full scope to a century of engin- 
eering experience. Beacon Metal Windows 
have met the most exacting demands for 
still more light without any sacrifice of rigid- 
ity and strength. They are available in a 
range of designs which give an ample 
selection in well-proportioned areas both 
vertical and horizontal. 


Telephones: Bilston 41944/5 (3 lines). 


JOHN THOMPSON BEACON WINDOWS LTD. BEACON WORKS, WOLVERHAMPTON 


London Office: Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


Telephones: Temple Bar 3216 (3 lines). 
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“here 


he was with a 
brace and bit” 


Recently we sent one of our people to look into the problem of a firm who 


were having some difficulty about fastening wallboard to steel sheet. 


He found a 


workman drilling holes and attaching the board by methods which were efficient enough but 


slow, expensive and unsightly. 


We were able to recommend a process which cut out the drilling 


operation, saved hours of time and made a much better job of it. It stands to reason that, as the 


largest manufacturers of fastening devices for every purpose, our knowledge and experience can often 


be of great value to architects, designing engineers and builders with prefabrication problems on their hands. 


GUEST, KEEN & NETTLEFOLDS. LIMITED, BIRMINGHAM 


THE G.K.N. ADVISORY BUREAU, HEATH STREET, BIRMINGHAM is willing to co-operate with 


architects, designing engineers andothers whoare interested in modern fastening devices and assembly methods. 
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THOUGHTS ON 
REPLANNING 


PRESSED STEEL 
DOOR 
FRAMES 


PTT 

PARTITION “19 


‘ 


Morris Singer pressed steel door 
db Ap frames are constructed of 16 gauge 

steel. 

All joins are electrically welded. 

Adjustable fixing lugs, hinges, 

striking plate and base ties are 

included. 

Steel door frames are fire, rot and 

vermin proof. Shrinking and warp- 

ing are eliminated. 

Maintenance is confined to the 

usual periodical decoration. 

This hygienic construction is most 

suitable for hospitals, schools, 

offices, factories, etc. 


DOOR 


SECTION PSS. 


* PLEASE WRITE FOR CATALOGUE “PRESSED STEEL DOOR FRAMES” 


MORRIS SINGER COMPANY 


FERRY LANE WORKS FOREST ROAD - WALTHAMSTOW LONDON 
TELEPHONE : LARKSWOOD 1055. TELEGRAMS: MORRISINGER, WALT, LONDON 


ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS. 


| 

| 

j 

5 

7 


q 
f 
Ear. 
4 
me 


The production of 
aluminium alloys marked 
a great stride forward in 
the development of light 
metals. By }882, men on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
were experimenting with 
aluminium alloys, and it 
was the Cowles brothers 
of Cleveland, U.S.A. who 
first succeeded in making 
copper-aluminium alloys 
in the electric furnace. 


The early mixtures 
lacked the properties that 
characterise modern alumi- 
nium alloys, but constant 
research and experiment 
developed to-day’s high 
strength metals. To- 
morrow, they will have 
much to do; the experience 
gained by Britain’s princi- 
pal fabricators is at your 
disposal through the 
industry's Development 

Association. 


UNION CHAMBERS 


63 TEMPLE ROW 


BIRMINGHAM 2 


I WROUGHT LIGHT. Ss. 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
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Steel Framed 


HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 


STEEL FRAMEWORK 


PROV. PATENT NOS. 544844, 544943, 270843, 270943 


Incorporated by the Ministry of Works in the construction of. 


THE FLATTED DWELLINGS 


BLOCK No. 7 AND THE 


850 rr. SUPER NARROW FRONTAGE TYPE HOUSES 


BLOCK No. 10 


at Demonstration Housing Site, Northolt, Middx. 


and b 


Herbert FS Manzoni, Esq., C.B.E., M.L.C.E., City of Birmingham Engineer & Surveyor in 


THE PROTOTYPE HOUSES at ALUM ROCK, BIRMINGHAM 


Presweld Framework is scientifically de- 
signed in accordance with the accepted 
principles of structural mechanics and 
complies fully with current bye-laws 


Designed and produced by :— 
HILLS PATENT GLAZING COMPANY LIMITED 


ALBION ROAD, WEST BROMWICH. PHONE: WEST BROMWICH 1025 (7 lines) 
LONDON OFFICE: 125 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.i. PHONE: HOLBORN 8005/6 
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{n common with every other periodical this JOURNAL is rationed to a small part of its peace= 


time needs of paper. 


Thus a balance has to be struck between circulation and number of 


pages. We regret that unless a reader 1s a subscriber we cannot guarantee that he will get 
a copy of the JouRNAL. Newsagents now cannot supply the JOURNAL except to a “firm 


DIARY 


order.”” Subscription rates: by post in the 
U.K. or abroad, £1 15s. od. per annum. 
Single copies, gd. ; post free, 11d. Special 
numbers are included in subscription ; single 
copies, 1s. 6d.; post free, 1s. gd. Back 
numbers more than 12 months old (when avail- 
able), double price. Volumes can be bound 
complete with index, in cloth cases, for 15s. 
each ; carriage 1s. extra. Goods advertised 
in the JOURNAL and made of raw materials 
now in Short supply, are not necessarily avail- 
able for export. 


FOR DECEMBER 


JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 


Titles of exhibitions, lectures and papers are printed in italics. In the case of 


papers and lectures the authors’ names come first. 


Sponsors are represented 


by their initials as given in the glossary of abbreviations on the front cover. 


B ERWICK - ON - TWEED. 

Build Again. Exhibition and _ Film. 
(Sponsor, TCPA, in collaboration with 
Messrs. Cadbury Bros). The Town and 
Country Planning Association is holding a 
conference on the last day of the Exhibi- 


When We 


tion. Dec. 9-16 
BRISTOL. 1944 ArchSA Congress. 
Symposium. The Architect's Contribu- 


tion to Reconstruction. Exhibition of 
work from Schools of Architecture in Great 
Britain. (Sponsor, ArchSA). Dec. 12-15 


LINCOLN. Public inquiry, instituted by 
the Electricity Commissioners into the 
proposal to erect an electric power station 
at Lincoln. At Lincoln Guildhall. The 
scheme is being opposed because, it is 
claimed, the towers of the proposed power 

station will mar the view over the city. 
Dec. 5 


L ONDON. Lady Simon. Local Govern- 

ment and Citizenship. Discussion number 
seven in Education for Householding series. 
At 13, Suffolk Street, S.W.1. (Sponsor, 
HC). 1.15 p.m. Dec. 7 


F. A. C. Maunder. A Factual Basis for 
Reconstruction. At Caxton Hall, Caxton 
Street, S.W.1. (Sponsor, Town Planning 
Institute). 6 p.m. Dec. 7 


K. de B. Codrington. The Art of Seeing. 
At the Courtauld Institute of Art, 20, Port- 
man Square, W.1. 1.15 p.m. Dec. 7 


Town and Country Planning Association's 
Annual Conference. On Problems of Re- 
development, Overspill and Rural Planning. 
At the Waldorf Hotel, Aldwych, W.C.2. 
{Sponsor, TCPA). Dec. 8-9 


T. P. Bennett. The Architect and Organi- 
zation of Post-War Building. At the RIBA, 
66, Portland Place, W.1. (Sponsor, RIBA). 
5.30 p.m. Dec. 12 


The Insulation of Buildings’, Domestic and 
Industrial. Fifth paper in series on Thermal 
Insulation. At the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Storeys Gate, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Dec. 13 


J. C. Nicol. Organization of Industrial 
Electrical Maintenance. At Institution of 
Electrical Engineers,.Savoy Place, Victoria 
Embankment, W.C.2. (Sponsor IEE). 5.30 
p.m. Dec. 14 


What is Modern Architecture? MARS 
Group (Modern Architectural Research) dis- 
cussion, at which the public is invited to 
take part. At the RIBA, 66, Portland 
Place, W.1. Chairman: Professor Sir 
Charles Reilly. Speakers: John Summer- 
son, E. Goldfinger, Prof. William Holford, 
Anthony M. Chitty, and M. Hartland 
Thomas. After the introductory speeches, 
the meeting will be open for general dis- 
cussion. 6.30 p.m. Dec. 13 


David Cushman Coyle. The Tennessee 
Valley Authority. At 2, Savoy Hill, W.C.2. 
(Sponsor, TCPA). 1.15 p.m. Dec. 14 


Competition for the best Design for an 
International Airport for London.  Pro- 
moters The Aeroplane, Bowling Green 
Lane, London, E.C.1. Assessors: Austin 
Blomfield, M.a., F.R.1.B.A.; H. Roxbee Cox, 
B.Sc.; Air Vice-Marshal D. C. T. Bennett, 
C.B.E., D.S.0.; W. R. Verdon Smith; and 
Dennis H. Handover. Prizes: Ist, £500; 
2nd, £100; 3rd, £50. Closing date December 
31, 1944. Overseas entries must arrive at 
the offices of The Aeroplane by February 
16, 1945. Dec. 31 


Discussion. Lay-out of Road Intersections. 
Introducer, A. J. H. Clayton. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George 


Street, Westminster, S.W.1. (Sponsor, 
Institution of Civil Engineers). 5.30 p.m. 
JAN. 9 


L. H. Keay. Post-War Housing. At 66, 
Portland Place, W.1. (Sponsor, RIBA). 6 
p.m. JAN. 16 


Applications of Electricity to Water 
Supply. Discussion. At the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, Savoy Place, Victoria 
Embankment, W.C.2. (Sponsor, IEE). 5.30 
p.m. JAN. 22 


S. R. Raffety. Rural Water Supplies. At 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 


George Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 
(Sponsor, Institution of Civil Engineers). 
5.30 p.m. JAN. 23 


OXFORD. When We Build Again. Ex- 

hibition. At the University.. (Sponsor, 
TCPA). Dec. 2-3 
SPALDING, LINCS. The English Town: 

tts Continuity and Development. Exhi- 
‘bition. At the East Elloe Post-War Hous- 
ing Committee, Holbeach. (Sponsor, 
TCPA). Dec. 4-16 
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Though no feature in the JOURNAL is 
without value for someone, there are often 
good reasons why certain news calls for 
special emphasis. The JOURNAL’s starring 
system is designed to give this emphasis, but 
without prejudice to the unstarred items 
which are often no less important. 


x means spare a second for this, it 
will probably be worth tt. 


% means important news, for reasons 
which may or may not be obvious. 


Any feature marked with more than two 
stars is very big building news indeed. 


We regret to record the 
deaths of ARNOLD 
BIDLAKE MITCHELL 
AND SYDNEY PERKS. 


Arnold Mitchell died at Lyme Regis, 
Dorset, Sydney Perks at Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Mitchell designed agricultural buildings for 
Cambridge University, and several schools 
and houses at home and abroad. Sydney 
Perks was formerly architect and surveyor to 
the City of London. He designed the 
memorials to the poet Gray in Cornhill and 
John Howard, the prison reformer at the 
Central Criminal Court, London. 


* 


The MOW Assoctation of Archi- 
tectural, Surveying & Civil 
Engineering Assistants announces 
a change of title to the MOW 
ASSOCIATION OF PRO- 
FESSIONAL ASSISTANTS. 


As a constituent Association of the Insti- 
tution of Professional Civil Servants, the 
Association will ‘continue to promote the 
interests of the Ministry staff of drawing . 
office grades in these professions, especially 
in regard to the problems which will arise 
on the conclusions of hostilities. Enquiries 
regarding membership will be welcomed 
from members of the staff serving with HM 
Forces, and should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, APA, Ministry of Works, Room 
House, John Islip Street, London, 


AN 


House at Esher, Surrey 


Architects : Stanley Peach & Partners, FF.R.I.B.A. 


“Putting the wood in the hole 


—the modern way 


How to bring the garden into the house, that is a problem that architects have 


wrestled with since Roman days. And howto achieve this highly desirable effect on 


sunny summer days and reverse it at will when it rains is a problem peculiarly painful 


to the architect who builds in Britain. The ESAVIAN principle, in its simplest terms, 


allows an architect to toy with the delectable possibilities of a ‘removable wall’, 


for when closed ESAVIAN folding doors and windows are weatherproof, draughtproof 


and as incapable of rattling as a 4} brick wall. When open, they are just not there. 


ESAVIAN LIMITED, 


FOR FOLDING DOORS AND WINDOWS 


STEVENAGE, 


181, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON,” W.C.!. TEL.: 


HOLBORN 9116 and 


HERTS 


WELLINGTON STREET, GLASGOW, C.2. TEL.: 


TELEPHONE: 


STEVENAGE 500 


CENTRAL 2369 


WPD/As 
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ARCHITECT’S Commonplace 
BLACKPOOL’S MOBILE BUILDINGS SET A STANDARD. 


Book 


[From Architecture Arising 


Howard Robertson (Faber and Faber)|. Blackpool approaches quite close to the industrial worker’s dream 
of Paradise ; it is full of places in which to occupy the leisure moments away from work. Everything 


there suggests amusement and recreation. 


The long sea frontages could be quite magnificent if their 


wide spaces were completed by buildings as modern in conception and as splendid in finish as the 
tram-cars which speed up and down on their paved runways. The trams are better than the buildings. 
They are popular mobile architecture ; all that Blackpool requires is some good popular static 


architecture. 


* 
It was announced from 10 Down- 
ing Street on November 21, that 
LORD PORTAL, MINISTER 
OF WORKS,HAS RESIGNED 
and that Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Joint Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Supply, has 
been appointed in his place. 
An exchange of letters shows that Mr. 
Churchill asked’ Lord Portal to resign so 
that an MP could take his place and be able 
to make statements direct to the House of 
Commons when housing and bomb damage 
questions are raised. The following 
exchange of letters took place between the 
Prime Minister and Lord Portal. 

My dear Portal,—I have come to the con- 
clusion that the office of Minister of Works 
must at this juncture be held by a Minister 
in the House of Commons. The housing 
situation in regard to prefabricated dwell- 
ings and bomb damage repairs is so im- 
portant that the House will require to have 
the necessary statements and explanations 
made to them by a Minister in their midst 
who is actually responsible for having the 
work done. You have, as I know, felt the 
inconvenience of being ‘unable either to 
expound or defend your policy yourself in 
the House, where so much interest is 
aroused. This being so, I feel that it would 
be better if you were to place your office 
at my disposal. I need scarcely say that 1 
hope your separation from public work will 
be only temporary. The excellent manner 
in which you have discharged a number of 
heavy and important tasks during your four 
years’ wartime service, starting at the 
Ministry of Supply with the supervision of 
the supplv and distribution of raw materials, 
and the Raw Material Controls, is warmlv 
recognized bv his Majesty’s Government and 
by the public, and I take this occasion to 
express to you my own personal thanks for 
all your help—yYours very sincerely, 
Winston S. Churchill. 
My dear Prime Minister—Thank you verv 
much for your letter of November 20. I 
am quite sure your view is right, and I will- 
ingly place my office at your disposal. 
Thank vou also for what you sav about me. 
It has been a great honour to serve in your 
Administration, and I leave it with a deep 
sense of obligation to you for vour constant 
help and kindness to me during these last 
four memorable _vears.—Yours very 
Sincerely, Wyndham Portal. 


Failure to link housing. with in- 
dustry has been THE MOST 
SERIOUS ERROR in general 
housing distribution policy during 
the inter-war ‘years — Scottish 
Housing Advisory Committee. 
In Distribution of New ‘Houses in Scotland, 
published as a White Paper (Cmd. 6552, 


Stationery Office, Edinburgh, 2s.), the Scot- 
tish Housing Advisory Committee state: 


Failure to link housing with industry has 
been the most serious error in general 
housing distribution policy during the inter- 
war years. In cities and other large towns 
the most serious mistake has been to per- 
mit decentralization of housing unaccom- 
panied by a corresponding decentralization 
of industry. Not enough has been .done, 
moreover, to group rural housing in villages 
so that rural workers generally can have the 
benefits of community life and facilities. 


On Fanuary ist, 1946, a revised 
syllabus and timetable for the 
RIBA SPECIAL FINAL 
EXAMINATION 0.ill 
come into operation. 
Under the revised scheme the syllabus, 
time-table and question papers for the 


Special Final Examination will be identical 
with those for the Final Examination, with 


THE LATE MR. W.P. KEEN 


It is with deep regret that we announce 
the death of Mr. W. P. Keen, an 
assistant editor of the ARCHITECTS’ 
JOURNAL for the past eleven years, and 
a member of the editorial staff since 
1929. He joined the Royal Artillery 
in 1941, but was invalided out of the 
army after a year’s service, and though 
he returned to the Journal, he never 
completely recovered. He had a per- 
sonality of immense energy and good 
nature, and his death, at the age of 
thirty-three, is a loss which is deeply 
felt by his colleagues. 


the exception of Subject F. (Thesis) in the 
Final Examination, which will not be in- 
cluded in the Special Final Examination. 
The revisions do not affect the application 
stage of the Special Final Examination; 
that is to say, applicants for admission to 
the Special Final Examination will continue 
to be required to submit examples of their 
work accompanied by a detailed report or 
reports. Applicants for admission to the 
Final Examination will continue to be re- 
quired to gain approval for the usual four 
Testimonies of Study. Copies of the new 
form of application for admission to the 
Special Final Examination can be obtained 
from the RIBA, 66, Portland Place, W.1. 


* 


The Durham County Council has 
passed a resolution SUPPORT- 
ING THE DURHAM POWER 
STATION SCHEME. 


The Scheme, proposed by the North Eastern 
Electric Supply Company, is for the 
erection of a generating station costing 
£3,500,000 at Kepier, on the outskirts of 
Durham city. The resolution stated “ that 
being of opinion that the erection of a 
generating station at Kepier will materially 
assist post-war employment in the County 
of Durham, help in attracting new indus- 
tries, bring additional rateable value to the 
county, and have other advantages, the 
County Council hereby welcomes the pro- 
posal of the North Eastern Electric Supply 
Company provided that the company are 
placed under an obligation to take all such 
steps as may be practicable to prevent 
nuisance and to have due regard to ameni- 
ties and natural beauty of the landscape. 


An appeal is being made by 
Lord Horder for further donations 
and annual subscriptions to the 
PRINCESS TSAHAI MEM- 
ORIAL HOSPITAL FUND. 


The hospital, a memorial to Princess 
Tsahai of Ethiopia, who died in 1942, is at 
Addis Ababa, and work is now proceeding 
on the roof construction. Further consider- 
able funds are required to equip and endow 
the hospital. Three wards will commemorate 
the service of British friends. The General 
Orde Wingate Ward is to be endowed in 
the name of the soldier who led the 
Emperor Haile Selassie’s army to victory 
in 1940. The John Melly Ward will 
commemorate the doctor who raised and led 
the British Ambulance Service in Ethiopia 
when the Italian invasion began in 1935. 
The Davies Ward will bear the name of 
the late Chairman of the Memorial Council. 
Donations and annual subscriptions should 
be sent to Lord Horder, Hon. Treasurer 
and Chairman of the Medical Committee of 
the Princess Tsahai Memorial Hospital 
Fund, c/o Messrs. H. Reynolds & Co., 
Hon. Chartered Accountants, 1, Blooms- 
bury Square, High Holborn, W.C.1. 
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UNI-SECO 


| 


‘ oul 


ARCON 


The Official 


The Housing (Temporary Accommodation) Act became 
law on the 10th October, and a Memorandum, Temporary 
Accommodation (HMSO, 6d.) has been issued by the 
Ministries of Health and Works to guide local authorities 
in the practical application of the Act. It deals with the 
layout and siting, financing, management and mainten- 
ance of the temporary bungalows which have been officially 
approved. The four types of houses so far approved are 
described in the Memorandum and are illustrated above. 
They are: (i) MOW’S own design in pressed steel (fully 
described in the JoURNAL for May 11 and June 15); (ii) the 
Uni-Seco with prefabricated wall and roof units of wood 
frame covered with asbestos sheeting and insulated with 
wood wool and cement (system described in JoURNAL for 
February 17); (iii) the Tarran, with wall units of resin 
bonded plywood framing, faced externally with 14 in. thick 


Four 


| | | | 


q 


| | 
| 


| 


MINISTRY OF WORKS 


| 


Temporary Houses 


waterproof concrete infilling on waterproof paper backing, 
and roof units of timber frame covered with corrugated 
asbestos cement sheeting (system described in JOURNAL 
for July 27); (iv) the Arcon Mark V, of light rolled steel 
framework in sections, clad externally with two thicknesses 
of corrugated asbestos cement sheets, and internally with 
timber framed panels faced with building board backed 
with insulating material (described on pages 404 to 407 of 
this issue). The plans of the MOW, the Uni-Seco and 
the Tarran bungalows are almost identical, being the 
official Revised Version (see page 396). The plan of the 
Arcon bungalow is different, having a central entrance. 
The standard kitchen and cupboard units are in all cases 
the same. The houses will be provided and owned by the 


- Government and erected on sites acquired and developed 


with necessary services by the local authorities. 
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* 

The first prize of £125 in the 
National Housing & Town Plan- 
ning Council Competition for 
Designs for Blocks of Terrace 
Houses Suitable for Erection in 
Towns has been WON BY 
G. K. FINDLAY, London. 


Five prizes of £30 each are awarded to the 
following : —Courtenay M. Crickmer, 
F.R.LB.A., London; Captain J. R. Baxter, 
Blairgowrie, Perthshire; V. Collier, L.R.1.B.A., 
and R. Davies, A.R.1.B.A., Blackburn, Lancs.; 
F. W. Holder, B.A. (ARCH.), A.R.I.B.A., 
London; L. B. Elson, Nottingham. 38 de- 
signs were received for the competition. The 
assessor was Mr. Louis de Soissons, A.R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. 


On November 21 WATERLOO 
BRIDGE WAS OPENED 
TO SIX LINES OF 
TRAFFIC, its full width. 


From November 21, the new Waterloo 
Bridge was, for the first time, made avail- 
able up to its full width for six lines of 
vehicular traffic (as compared with three 
lines on the old bridge). The new bridge 
was opened for two lines of traffic in 
August, 1942. It was not possible then to 
open the bridge for its full width because 
work was still proceeding at the ends of the 
bridge and part of the roadway was occu- 
pied by cranes and other plant required for 
removing the contractor’s stagings and piles 
in the river and for the careful dismantling 
of the adjoining temporary bridge so that it 
could be used again elsewhere. From 
December, 1942, pedestrians were able to 
use the new Bridge, and also a new western 
Stairway at the north end, leading to Vic- 
toria Embankment. A second stairway, 
adjoining Somerset House, has now come 
into use, with a subway under Lancaster 
Place connecting the two stairways. The 
building of the new bridge was begun in 
October, 1937, and has continued despite 
the difficulties caused by war conditions. 
While under construction the bridge had its 
Share of “incidents,” and its stonework 
bears many marks of: bomb splinters. But 
for the war the bridge would probably have 
been completed in 1940. Small items of 
work still remain to be carried out during 
the next few weeks, and there is final clear- 
ance work to be done on the river bed. The 
present parapet railings along the bridge are 
only temporary, and will be replaced after 
the war by balustrading of a more suitable 
design. 


Proposals for the immediate 
acquisition of sites FOR 
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES 
required to meet urgent needs 
during the first two years after 
the end of the war in Europe may 
be submitted by local authorities 
to the Ministry of Education. 


Minimum sizes for sites for primary and 
secondary schools will be prescribed in the 
building regulations which will shortly be 
published by the Ministry of Education. 
For county colleges the Ministry suggests 
that a site of two acres would normally be 
needed for a college attended by 1,000 
young people in all—by 200 a day, with 
Playing fields of up to 10 acres. 
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ORGANIZE CONTRACTS 


HE need for efficiency in the Building Industry to enable 
be to cope with the immense tasks ahead, is such that the 

Report of the Central Council for Works and Buildings 
should be welcomed by all.* The Committee, under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Ernest Simon, has considered procedure 
in relation to the present and the probable trend of develop- 
ment and has not allowed itself to be diverted from its task 
by the controversial nature of the subjects. Much of the 


‘Report is necessarily a reiteration of accepted principles, but it 


is also constructive and recommendations are made which 
should at least serve as a useful basis for further deliberation, 
even if they are not accepted by all sections of the Industry. 
The main Report is based upon seven technical papers which 
are published with the Report and which are worth a close 
study. Inefficiencies are traced to one or other of the following 
causes :—/a) Insufficient pre-contract preparation of the par- 
ticulars of the work to be carried out. (b) Extensive variation 
orders after the contract is placed. (c) Indiscriminate compe- 
tition, tending to place work in the hands of those builders 
who adopt the lowest standards. (d) Indefinite relationship 
between the General Contractor and the various Sub-Con- 
tractors nominated by the architect. 

Inadequate pre-contract preparation is a major cause of 
inefficiency and the building owner is largely to blame for 
this. Architects wishing to educate their clients should find 
useful such an official document from which to quote. 
The recommendation of the orthodox Fixed Price Contract 
will be approved by the industry, but the Report rightly 
points out that Bills of Quantities prepared from inadequate 
data and requiring remeasurement are wasteful. Quantity 
Surveyors cannot be expected to endanger their practices by 
refusing to comply with the demands made upon their services, 
and it is for Architects to see that their own work is sufficiently 
advanced before the Bills are prepared. 

Cost Reimbursement Contracts are seldom favoured, and if 
pre-contract preparations are likely to fall short of the required 
standard, despite recommendations to the contrary, the situa- 
tion must be faced. Schedule Contracts have generally proved 
unpopular, but the distinction between Schedules with and 
without quantities have not been sufficiently emphasized. It 
may well be the Schedule with Quantities, as recently recom- 
mended by the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution, may prove 
to be the best compromise for the immediate postwar era. 

The Report recommends a simplified Bill of Quantities for 
Housing, and it is to be hoped that the Chartered Surveyors’ 
Institution will consider the publication of a special Standard 
Method of Measurement for this class of work, as various war- 
time expedients have shown that unless the method of measure- 
ment is-clearly laid down, endless trouble can result. 

‘The desirability of limiting, by selection, the Contractors 


*The Placing and Management of Building Contracts. Ministry of Works (HMSO, 1s. 0d.) 
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tendering for any one job is widely appreciated, but Local 
Authorities have not conformed to this practice. The Report 
recommends that Local Authorities should, by advertisement, 
invite firms to apply for permission to tender and should then 
invite a limited number of firms of equal standing to tender. 
Invention and development lead to specialization, and both 
Architects and Contractors must become more and more, 
co-ordinators of specialized work and design. Already the 
General Contractor is frequently much more of an organizer 
than anything else and this change should be reflected in his 
own organization. He should be responsible for and have full 
control of all work upon the site, his staff should be trained 
for this particular type of management and variations and 
the Time and Progress Schedule should be rigidly controlled. 
The need to bind all parties—-Architect, Building Owner, 
Contractor and Sub-Contractor—to a fixed programme before 
actual building begins is the most important recommendation 
of the Report. On it largely depends the efficiency, speed 
and economy of the post-war building programme. 


intended as a mere step in a series of 
future bills, part. of a cunning game 
to force back the anti-planners step 
by step, for in the stealthy battle for 
planning, “bras dessus bras dessous, 
ils font des tours 4 pas de loup.” But 
one can overdo the Machiavelli touch, 
and the danger is that future planning 
bills, which it is to be hoped will 
reach far nearer the goal of co- 
ordinated national planning, may 
arrive too late to make use of the 
grand opportunity the war has pro- 
vided. 


The Architects’ Journal 
War Address: 45, The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 


Telephone: Vigilant 0087-9 
S * 


N O £ 

As Lord Balfour pointed out in his 

& very sensible talk to the AA a month 

ago, “In the Bill there is no national 

T O P I C S planning; the whole thing is left to the 
THE POSITION NOW 


local authorities. As to compensation 
At least we now know the worst. The 


and betterment the Uthwatt analysis 
Government has issued its Housing 


Manual for the guidance of local 
authorities on permanent housing. 
Both the Planning Bill and the Tem- 
porary Housing Bill have become 
Acts. Churchill has spoken on the 
housing situation, and has provided 
the MOW bus with a new driver. The 
rebuilding programme for the im- 
mediate postwar period is set. The 
Worst could have been worse. It could 
have been far better. The buck has 
been passed to the local authorities, 
who will have to make the best of it 
with inadequate means. 

* 

The stop-gap Blitz-Blight-Compensa- 

- tion Planning Bill was no doubt 


has been accepted by the Government, 
but there is nothing in the Bill to over- 
come the difficulties inherent in the 
compensation and betterment problem. 
The Uthwatt analysis proves that, 
unless the conflict between public and 
private interest can be overcome, 
national planning is impossible.” 

He went on to explain that the Bill 
did not solve the vital problems of the 
decentralization and decongestion of 
the great cities, let alone the principles 
of “the preservation of agricultural 
land and the Barlow theme of balanced 
industrial development,” to which the 
Government pays lip service, but pro- 
vides no machinery for their applica- 
tion. 


“As there is no prospect of getting 
an amending bill before the general 
election,” went on Lord Balfour, * the 
prospect of getting adequate long-term 
planning is poor; but at the present 
time long-term planning is by far the 
most important social service we have 
to consider, because it will make or 
mar the housing policy of the Govern- 
ment. . .. The Government has not 
realized that the whole fate of housing 
depends on long-term planning.”” (My 
italics.) If there is any vitality left in 
this battered old country after five 
years of blood, sweat, toil and tears, 
the question of national planning will 
be the king-pin of the next general 
election. If a few heads are broken 
on this question, it will be a better 
sign of the psychological health of the 
nation than a dull and defeated accept- 
ance of the status quo. The danger 
is, of course, that by the time the elec- 
tion comes, it will be too late. 

As to housing, we now know in broad 
outline the official attitude towards 
permanent building, and in sur- 
prisingly clearly defined terms that 
towards temporary accommodation 
through the new Memorandum issued 


by MOH and MOW. As was feared, — 


the Revised Version of the Portal 
House with its inexcusably bad plan 
has been accepted, and the steel houses 
will start rolling off the belt early in 
the new year. Surely some notice 
could have been taken of the many 
excellent suggestions on revised plans 
which were published in the technical 
Press, and especially in the JouRNAL. 
That fine democratic gesture of inviting 
the public to comment on the first 

Authorized Version did not extend 

very far. 
* 

However, the nice equipment will do 
something towards compensating the 
daily irritations of living in a dull and 
cramped little shack in which to satisfy 
a Simple Need will mean repeating the 
same Grand Tour of the premises a 
thousand times a year, involving the 
opening and closing of doors some 
4,000 unnecessary times per person per 
annum. 

* 

As to siting, some excellent proposals 
have been put forward in the Govern- 
ment’s memorandum, which is no 
doubt the result of good staff work by 
MOTCP. If carried out adequately 
by the local authorities, they will 
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prevent the very real danger of the 
mushroom growth of thousands of 
squalid little mining-camp villages 
throughout the country. The avoid- 
ance of this danger will depend largely 
on as much imaginative planting as is 
possible, a fact of which the authors of 
the siting clauses in the memorandum 
are well aware, and the greatest pos- 
sible use of existing trees. 
* 


Luckily there is no fear of unpleasant 
piecemeal colour effects in the group- 
ing of the temporary bungalows, for a 
restricted range of colours, from which 
the local authorities can choose, is 
being laid down by MOW—a 


‘significant and welcome move towards 


good standardization. Good colour 
and use of trees and planting will help 
this temporary housing programme 


enormously. 


Apart from the Portal Palace, there 
is the question of the other types of 
temporary houses developed by private 
enterprise, of which three have so far 
been accepted. Of these the Arcon is 
so remarkably the best of the whole 
bunch, including the Palace itself, that 
the cynic will be asking what 
mysterious powers have caused its 
official acceptance. In general design, 
it shows real human and aesthetic feel- 
ing, but it is also a very practical 
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really does work. It is interesting, 
incidentally, to compare it with the last 
of the many alternative plans for the 
Portal House published in the corre- 
spondence columns of the JoURNAL— 
that by Messrs. Lovatt and Falkus in 
the issue for November 16, for it is in 


its essentials identical in layout. (This 


plan is shown below, and the Arcon 
plan on page 405.) 
* 


Why, one wonders, did Messrs. 
Tarran and Messrs. Uni-Seco adhere 
to the official Revised Version plan? 
There could have been no practical 
need for this—the standard fittings 
have been incorporated in the Arcon 
house without any difficulty. One of 
the main advantages of obtaining 
different types of temporary house 
designed by private firms lies just in 
the possibility of obtaining alternative 
plans. That they would be reason- 
ably good would be almost certainly 
guaranteed by the stimulus of com- 
petition in an affair of such national 
importance. Have the producers been 
compelled to adhere to the official plan, 
with all its faults? If they were not 
compelled to adhere to it, why have 
two of them done so? If they were, 
how have Messrs. Arcon escaped the 
ban and produced their admirable 
alternative? The thing’s a mystery. 


job with an excellent plan—one that ASTRAGAL 
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LETTERS 


John Murdoch, 
(Burgh Surveyor of Buckie) 


Norman C. Levie, P.A.S.I. 
Arthur Wise, A.RI.B.A. 


| F. F. Osborn, 
(Chairman of Executive, Town and 


Country Planning Association) 


Thos. E. Scott, 
(Chairman, RIBA Demobilization 
Committee) 


H. G. C. Spencely 


. The Churchill House 


Sir,—I again: take the liberty of enclosing 
a plan showing another idea for the 
Churchill House. This is an improvement 
on my previous plan in that the living room 
is to the front of the house. 

Again I would point out that the im- 
provement is obtainable within the shell 
of the original design, i.e., only the inter- 
nal partitions require re-arranging. I would 
also refer to the letter submitted by Mr. G. 
Goddard Watts, and point out that close 
grouping of water heating unit, bath, sink, 
tub, w.h.b. and w.c. is obtained in this plan, 
indeed the grouping is similar to the 
original Government plan (by “ original” 
I mean plan as amended by MOW). 

While agreeing that Astragal has achieved 
a fine layout for a temporary house, I 
would point out that all his claims for it 
cannot really be substantiated, e.g., by 
simply leaving a bedroom door m the 
area of that room does not necessarily equal 
the area of the house, or does it? That 
would mean that all the other apartments 
would also require to have their doors open. 
Also the living room, while giving a fine 
lengthy vista, is so much narrower than 
the official Churchill house that it would 
be like looking through a tunnel (granted a 
very light and airy tunnel by virtue of the 
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good window provision), and I think one 
is better with a little less length and another 
foot of width. 

Another criticism of many of the plans 
submitted is that, while they are given as 
improved Churchill houses they are really 
new plans of temporary houses to be made 
instead of the Churchill type as the whole 
size, shape and main constructional features 
of the original Churchill house are 
abandoned. 

It seems that we are to get the Churchill 
house whether we like it or not, but let us 
hope that it is not too late for some im- 
provement to be incorporated. 

Buckie JOHN MURDOCH 
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The Churchill House. 
plan of the Ministry of Works. 


Top, suggested plan by John Murdoch. 


Centre, the amended 


Bottom, suggested plan by Astragal. 


Sirn.—The Government Policy for _ its 
Post-War Housing Programme is to build 
the Churchill House only as a temporary 
expedient, with a probable life of about 
10 years, but in my opinion, if conditions 
after the 1914-18 struggle are any criterion 
this house will have a considerably longer 
life. If this be the case, considering the 
criticisms levelled against the speculative 
builder between the Wars, the Churchill 
house both externally and internally will 
require considerable replanning, or it must 
be classed with the efforts of the specula- 
tive type of house. In the years prior to 
1939, I saw the clearance of the last of 
the temporary dwellings erected during and 
after the last war, consisting of ex-Army 
hutments of wood construction built on a 
brick basecourse, which had a life of about 
20 years, but through lack of maintenance 
and poor lay-out, had eventually to be con- 
demned by the local authority and 
demolished. This colony of dwellings in 
the centre of a large city, could not be, 
by any stroke of imagination, classed as a 
holiday camp or garden city, but was in 
fact a slum settlement. 

With this case in mind, I can visualize the 
erection of large numbers of the present 
design all over the country, which, if not 
properly sited and care taken with ‘the 
landscaping, will be a permanent blot in 
any city, but it appears that those in 
authority plan only for the present and 
allow the future to take care of itself. 

It seems possible that a Department such 
as the MOW, with probably some of the 
best brains in the architectural world in 
its ranks at the present moment, could have 
been more far sighted in its efforts towards 
a better solution of this problem and taken 
a leaf out of the books of some of the 
American designers of mass produced 
housing, who, I am sorry to- say, are far 
in advance of this country in this respect, 
as some of the TVA and other efforts for 
War Establishments show. 

In Scotland, where the building bye-laws 
are if anything more severe in their general 
requirements, than in the south, the internal 
planning and circulation of the Churchill 
House, would not have been tolerated 
under ordinary circumstances even in 
speculative construction prior to hostilities, 
and to put forward at this late day, even 
as a temporary measure, a scheme such 
as this, is a complete reversal of modern 
building policy and design. 

The logical conclusion for a housing pro- 
gramme such as this, would have been for 
a house designed on a unit basis, so that 
variations of accommodation could have 
been provided to suit all requirements and 
site conditions, and in this respect it has 
been pointed out by several correspondents 
to the Journal, that the design contem- 
plated is very wasteful in frontage area. 
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In this war the country has found, that 
from an agricultural point of view, the land 
available for food production is entirely 
inadequate for all requirements even at the 
present time, and as usually the better 
arable land falls to the house builder, it 
seems a great pity to waste what is left by 
bad planning, as no doubt, should world 
peace not run according to what the nations 
are endeavouring to secure, we can assume 
another “chaos” in 30 or 40 years. time, 
when the country’s need of the land will 
again assume “front line ” proportions for 
feeding the nation, but in the future the 
available arable land will by that time have 
decreased so much, that an added strain 
will be put on our shipping. Therefore it 
is imperative that the number of houses 
per acre should be put at the maximum 
possible, so that no good arable land be 
wasted by grandiose schemes by the sheet 
metal industries. 

The present design, except for certain 
points in planning, such as_ circulation, 
restricted storage accommodation and the 
treatment of the elevations, is on the whole 
a commendable effort, as far as it goes, 
but it does not go far enough, especially 
as it is a National Effort, and I enclose a 
tracing of an alternative plan, with proposals 
for elevational treatment, which, although 
not conforming to the MOW rectangular 
plan, follows the general dimensions except 
for the projecting bedroom wing. 

In my opinion this plan has the following 
advantages over the published design, 

(1) Better elevation treatment as a single 
= type of house, with long frontage to 
toad. 

(2) Can be used as a semi-detached house 
with slight modification of bedroom window 
arrangement. 

(3) Can be used on a narrow site with 
living room gable frontage to road. 

(4) Better all round circulation without 
passing through kitchenette. 

(5) Views to back and front gardens from 
living room. 

(6) Good visibility from kitchenette to 
back and front doors. 

(7) Better cupboard accommodation for 
household articles such as trunks and cases, 
vacuum cleaner, and good internal recess 
for prams or cycles, off the general circula- 
tion area. 

(8) Larger windows. 

(9) Enhanced elevational treatment. 

(10) Covered front porch. 

In place of the low pitched roof of the 
published design, I suggest a flat roof con- 
sisting of spot-welded cellular units in 
which the water and electrical services can 
be run, covered externally with various 
Proprietary asphaltic compositions to suit 
Tequirements of site and surroundings. It 
Is also suggested that the flat roof could be 
utilized as a sun deck with a screened area. 
The concrete slab foundation proposed has 
a raised curb or base-course all round, 
finished with coloured cement rendering. 

It is to be hoped that before this house 

goes into general production it will be 
drastically replanned both from the work- 

ing and esthetic point of view, and alternate 
designs considered for inclusion in the 
main programme. 


Edinburgh NORMAN C. LEVIE 


Sirn—The best feature of the amended 
MOW plan is the exceedingly compact heat- 
plumbing arrangement, very well suited to 
factory production. In its elements you 
have a living room, a_ stove-boiler, and 
behind this an assemblage of equipment 
with a kitchen on one side and a bathroom 
on the other. Excellent! 
two bedrooms, and the natural position for 
these is to one side or the other of this 
Set-up. But why in the name of the 
Mother of the Arts are they put on the 


There remain 


THE ARCHITECTS’ 


KITCHEN side? Why not on the bath- 
room side where one can get from bedroom 
to bathroom without having to traverse the 
house from one end to the other? 3 
One would have thought, too, that in 
designing a house for mass-production some 
effort would have been made to produce a 
plan which would more or less suit any site 
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MOW’s. Not so Astragal’s. Such a plan 
would probably need an entrance in the 
side, and I suspect that the British public 
believes, for all I know quite rightly, that 
side doors possess a regrettable aura of 
jug-and-bottle furtiveness. The remaining 
alternative is a plan which can be adapted 
to orientation by means of relatively minor 
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The Churchill House. Suggested plan and elevations by Norman C. Levie. 
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Again, the two doors flanking the stove 
ruin what ought to be a comfortable place 
to sit in. The main thoroughfare of the 
house coincides exactly with space normally 
occupied by fireside armchairs. 

It seems to me symbolic that Astragal’s 
great improvements in the plan should have 
been made, as Mr. G. Goddard Watts 
points out, at the expense of splitting up the 
heat-plumbing assembly. He reverted part 
way at least to our old habit of strewing 
pipes anywhere and everywhere to suit our 
own convenience. It is symbolic because 
in terms of hard post-war cash we have yet 
to persuade (a) ourselves, and (6b) our 
clients that the so far undetermined economy 
of centralized factory-made plumbing and 
so on is worth the serious planning restric- 
tions entailed. We have yet, in fact, to 
decide who is going to be boss, the Archi- 
tect or the Pipe. 

My suggested plan herewith is essentially 
the MOW amended plan with the bedrooms 
set on the other side. Alternative north 
and south entrances are indicated. Adjust- 
ments of floor areas are to suit my own taste 
and I have tried to include some of the most 
attractive features of Astragal’s plan. Inci- 
dentally I am much less impressed by his 
“ interior landscape ” in November than 
I was in the balmier days of summer. 


Launceston, Cornwall ARTHUR WISE 


What London Needs 


Sirn,—Heaven save planning the 
“demographic approach” if it is repre- 
sented by Dr. Block’s painstaking collection 
of the all-too-familiar Census figures. What 
does he show? That English families are 
getting smaller and more aged; that in 
London they are smaller and older than the 
English average; and that in Holborn and 
Westminster they are smaller and older than 
in London County as a whole. Pointing 
proudly to his estimate that in 1931 West- 
minster had 75 per cent. of childless house- 
holds, he says that if only he had some later 
figures he might prove that in 1944 that 
fortunate City is still less encumbered with 
the young. Yet even without this “ more 
exact information, it is safe to say that the 
claim of the TCPA that “ at least 80 per 
cent.’ of London’s ‘ families’ should be pro- 
vided with houses and gardens has little 
foundation in actual population facts.” 

From such a mass of scientific data, what 
an incredibly inept conclusion. Let me 
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comment briefly : 

1. The “claim” of the TCPA was not 
based on these obvious Census figures, 
which tell us only what dwellings people 
have, but on practical experience of what 
people want, supported by the extensive 
house-to-house enquiries made in the last 
few years. About 9 of 10 London house- 
holds tell us they want houses with gardens. 
Dr. Block answers the Londoner with a 
Census return. “You can’t have what you 
want—you are too old. You haven’t any 
children under 10, and every year you are 
less likely to have any. Your family is too 
small—why, there are only a miserable three 
of you now, and by the Census of 1951 one 
of you may be dead.” How would the 
Londoner react? Touch his cap and say: 
“You're right, guvnor, I been too ambi- 
tious; take me measure for a flat”? Or go 
away: muttering: “Damn ’is statistics; I 
want a house and garden ”? Being a 
Londoner and knowing Londoners, I could 
make a fair estimate of the percentage 
responses. 

2. Amazingly, Dr. Block omits the demo- 
graphic trend of most significance; the fall 
in births. In round figures, our nation is 
producing four-fifths of the children needed 
to maintain it. The local figures Dr. Block 
cites suggest that the shortage of births in 
central London is greater still. Do we 
accept this as satisfactory? If so, the cen- 
tral London population will in the not dis- 
tant future decline more rapidly than the 
total population, apart from outward 
migration, or its numbers must be made up 
relatively by drafts from elsewhere. If we 
don’t accept it, then we must replan London 
so that its balance of housing accommoda- 
tion suits a self-reproducing London 
population. 

3. As against the Pickwickian science of 
Dr. Block, I uphold the human and 
sociological approach of the Forshaw-Aber- 
crombie Plan. That Plan does not “ treat 
housing as a mechanical relation of human 
beings to space.” Its conception is 
imaginative and essentially sound. The 
TCPA criticism of it is on the two specific 
points that it does not sufficiently take into 
account the possibilities of national planning 
and the dispersal of industry and business, 
and that it compromises at an undesirable 
and impracticable point on the housing 
density standard—a matter on which it can 
be. and we believe will be, radically revised. 
Londoners will see to that. 

F. J. OSBORN. 


Chairman of Executive. Town and 


London Country Planning Association. 
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The Churchill House. Suggested plan by Arthur Wise. 


Technical Information 
for Demobilized 
Architects 


Sir,—Architects serving with the Forces 
have expressed their concern about the 
many difficulties likely to be encountered 
when they resume their professional activi- 
ties. Among these difficulties is that of 
acquiring as quickly as possible all avail- 
able information about materials, equip- 
ment and services at present available or 
likely to become available as soon as cir- 
cumstances permit. 

Most pre-war catalogues will be out of 
date—if not already disposed of as salvage 
—and the process of building up an 
adequate library of trade catalogues and 
publications is likely to be long and 
tedious. 

Much time and trouble will be saved if 
manufacturers are prepared to circulate 
their publications to architects as and when 
they return to their professional work, but 
a period must of necessity elapse before 
the RIBA Kalendar or other publications 
can be brought up to date with the names 
and addresses of those who have been serv- 
ing overseas or elsewhere. 

I shall, therefore, be glad to hear from 
those firms who would undertake to help 
demobilized architects in this way, and if 
the response so warrants, to arrange for the 
publication, either weekly or monthly, of a 
list of the names and addresses of members 
desiring this service immediately the Insti- 
tute is notified of their return from the 
Forces. 

Two other matters are referred to in 
letters from serving members, viz., the de- 
sirability of some form of standardization 
in the preparation of catalogues and infor- 
mation sheets to facilitate filing, and the 
greater value of drawing office data, fixing 
details, and other technical information by 
comparison with the more usual photo- 
graphs of executed work. 

The first of these matters is at present 
under consideration by the British Stan- 
dards Institution at the request of the 
RIBA; the second is recommended to the 
serious consideration of manufacturers. 

THOS. E. SCOTT, 
Chairman, 


London RIBA Demobilization Committee. 


Protective Architecture 


Sir,—Will some of Mr. Gloag’s many 
friends take him out to give him a drink? 

Nothing but a deep depression can account 
for the poisonous doctrine which he 
advocates in his article on Protective 
Architecture. 

The deep shelter experts were right—tech- 
nically—and very wrong psychologically; 
hence the Government’s wise ban on deep 
shelters for the public. 

An underground people might survive for 
a limited time as moles: sooner or later 
they would have to come up to fight as men 
—if they could. The Germans’ under- 
ground town near Laon didn’t do them 
much good, did it? 

Clients in general are not likely to double 
or treble the sums allocated for new build- 
ings in order to make them proof against 
future weapons. 

We must, as Mr. Gloag writes, “‘ address 
our attention to the study and practice of 
fortification.” But we want 
Maginot Lines or Singapores. 

Fortifications depend ultimately on MEN, 
and it is in men, not concrete, that our 
efforts and money must be invested. 

Let’s hope that there is a bottle of some- 
thing left to help Mr. Gloag think again. 


Edenbridge, Kent H. G. C. SPENCELY 
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PHYSICAL PLANNING SUPPLEMENT. 


Sri nN © 


The layout and siting of the Government’s 
temporary bungalows present to the planner 
problems which are controlled by two factors 
—first, the standard design of the house, which 
allows no variation in plan or structure, and, 
second, its need for a wider frontage than that 


‘taken up by a normal Local Authority House. 


The Memorandum on Temporary Accommo- 
dation* issued by the Ministry of Health and 
Works, from which extracts are given below, 
is intended to give guidance to Local Authori- 
ties in the solution of these problems. The 
fifteen diagrams showing suggested layouts 
which are included in the Memorandum, are 
reproduced on the following pages. In addi- 
tion, three models are illustrated which form 
part of an exhibition—on view at 32, St. James’s 
Square, S.W.I, until December 2nd—prepared 
by the Research Division of the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning for the Ministry 
of Health. The exhibition deals with such 
subjects as desirable spacing, density, access, 
aspect and planting. 


INTRODUCTION . 


The Government’s immediate post-war housing programme 
consists of two parts, namely, permanent and temporary 
accommodation. Guidance to local authorities as to the lines 
on which they should frame their proposals for permanent 
accommodation has already been issued in “ Housing Manual, 
1944” (H.M. Stationery Office, price 2s., by post 2s. 2d.), 
and the Minister has requested local authorities to submit 
applications for approval to layouts and house plans in order 
that the way may be clear for the building of houses as soon 
as authority can be given. The purpose of the present 
Memorandum is to give similar assistance as to the lines on 
which proposals to provide temporary accommodation should 
be frame 

It ls essential that temporary accommodation should not be 
considered in isolation, but in relation to the whole housing 


* Temporary Accommodation: Memorandum for the Guidance of Local Authorities, 


November, 1944. Ministry of Health, Ministry of Works, HMSO. 6d. 
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the temporary house 


programme of the authority. The use of temporary 
accommodation will, .the Government believe, make it 
possible approximately to double the number of dwellings 
which could otherwise be provided with the limited amount 
of skilled labour available in the first year after building can 
be resumed. The types of temporary factory-made houses 
approved by the Government have been specially selected 
on account of the small proportion of ordinary building 
labour required for their erection. The temporary scheme 
must not be allowed to stand in the way of the permanent 
scheme, and it will be for each authority to whom temporary 
houses are allotted to ensure that both sections of their 
programme can proceed side by side without stultifying one 
another. 


TYPES OF TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 


The Government have so far approved the following types 
of temporary accommodation for the purposes of the Act. 
The Pressed steel house. 
The Arcon Mark V house. 
The Uni-Seco house. 
The Tarran house. 

All these types are generally similar, except that the Arcon 
Mark V has a central hall. All are bungalows and all will 
contain the kitchen and cupboard units incorporated in the 
pressed steel house. 

SELECTION AND ACQUISITION OF SITES 

The bungalows may be built on either: 

(i) sites or parts of sites which will ultimately be used 
for the erection of permanent houses; ) 

(ii) parts of housing sites on which it is not intended to 
build permanent structures, e.g., the temporary use of part 
of an open space on such a site which is not likely to be 
required for playing fields or recreational purposes during 
the ten-year period; : 

(iii) land intended by the authority to be used ultimately 
for some purpose other than housing, including sites in 
devastated areas; or 
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PERMANENT QOADS RUNNING NO2TH AND 
SOUTH TYPICAL LAYOUT OF PERMANENT 
HOUSES DENSITY‘I3. TO THE ACRE 


It 


so 
1 


so 


2. PERMANENT ROADS AS INI. LAYOUT OF 
Ke" HOUSES FACING SOUTH. THIS LAYOUT 
‘e, WOULD GIVE A SOUTHERLY ASPECT WITH ROADS IN 

ANY DIRECTION EXCEPT DUE EAST-WEST. DeNITy 13 


Above is a model made by MOTCP’s Modelling Unit to illustrate one of their 
suggested layouts for the temporary bungalows. These designs and models 
are all based on the pressed steel type of house. But the other types of tem- 
porary bungalow at present contemplated are identical in size, and the suggested 
layouts (with slight modification in one case) are applicable to all four types. 
In the scheme illustrated by the model on the preceding page, the houses are 
approached by footpaths leading off the main access road. Although the front 
gardens are open and semi-public in character, a feeling of privacy is obtained 
by setting each house back from its neighbour and at an angle to the access foot- 
path, and by the careful placing of trees. In the scheme illustrated by the model 
above, the houses are placed end on to the approach roads. Although the 
. Spacing is compact, mutual overlooking is avoided by arranging the houses in 
chequer board pattern and individual privacy is further ensured by the trellis 
screens. The diagram on the left and those below and on the following pages 
are reproduced from the Ministry of Health and Works’ Memorandum on 
Temporary Accommodation. 


(iv) undeveloped land such as marginal strips of agri- 
cultural land adjacent to existing housing, or war-time 
sites which may be relinquished by the Services. 

It will be open to the authority to use for the erection of 
bungalows land which has already been acquired under the 
Housing Acts for the erection of permanent houses, but care 
should be taken to avoid the use of land which is likely to 
be required for this purpose in the early stages of the building 
programme. Similarly in considering the use of land which 
is intended to be redeveloped, care must be taken to ensure 
that proposals for redevelopment are not obstructed by the 
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Above is another model made by MOTCP’s Modelling Unit. In this scheme a group of houses is arranged round a close designed 
for pedestrian access only. A portion of the centre plot is gravelled over to provide a small all-weather play space for children. 
The Ministry particularly emphasises the following points when preparing designs : |. Prior consideration for any useful natural 
features, such as trees, hillocks or streams, a feeling for the lie of the land, and a fully thought-out scheme of planting. 2. The 
importance of a well-designed and carefully maintained estate layout in establishing among residents a pride in their neigh- 


LIE ROUGHLY EAST AND WEST DENSITY"13 


bourhood and respect for its amenities. 3. In order to avoid wasteful development of roads and services, layouts must be 
designed in relation to existing and impending development in the neighbourhood, and also to the future redevelopment of 
the same site with permanent houses if this be required. 4. Facilities, such as playgrounds, shops and garages, within easy 
walking distance of every house, are elements as essential in a temporary housing estate as in any more permanent develop- 
ment. 5. The considered external use of colour will greatly enliven the appearance of an estate of temporary bungalows. 
[A range of six colour combinations is suggested by MOTCP for the pressed steel type of house; it includes red, white, pink and grey] 
erection of buildings which it must be assumed will ordinarily in areas where the need for redevelopment is less urgent 
remam for a period of some ten years. rather than in scattering them throughout the Borough and 
In many of the older urban areas, for example, slum clear- thus obstructing redevelopment generally. 
ance was in progress before the war, and sites exist which are _It is appreciated that in areas which are already fully de- 
wholly or partially cleared of buildings. The only parts of veloped, such as many of the Metropolitan Boroughs, the 
these sites (and also of those which have been cleared by provision, which can be made is largely dominated by this 
war damage), which should be considered for the erection of fact. But where the use of undeveloped land which is prima 
bungalows, are the parts which are certain, under any facie suitable for housing is possible the Minister is of opinion 
practical redevelopment scheme, to form integral sites for that such land should be selected for the erection of 
buildings, uninterrupted by roads. In the case of war bungalows, both on financial and on planning grounds. It 
damage, sites of houses which are eligible for cost of works is possible that the actual form of development carried out 
payments should not be considered. Furthermore, in djstricts for the bungalows will need to be reconsidered at a later 
where cleared sites represent the only possible way of making date when permanent development takes place, but it appears 
this provision, as may be the case in some Metropolitan to the Minister that such unremunerative expenditure as may 
Boroughs, advantage would lie in grouping the bungalows _ be involved on this account will be much less than is involved 
{ 
S. PERMANENT ROADS RUNNING EAST ANDWEST 
OF G. PERMANENT ROADS AS S. ATTHOUGH THIS 7. PERMANENT ROADS AS 5. HOUSE, TAYOUT 
DENSITY" LAYOUT I$ MORE ECONOMICAL IN FOOTPATHS BUT WITH SMALL OPEN SPACES ADOED. 
THAN 2., ITCAN ONLY BE.USED WHERE THE ROADS DENSITY 13 
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THE YARDS 


| 

&. TEMPORARY ROADS ROAD SPACING af 4. 2 QD. TEMPORARY ROADS 
Mouse Layout as 6. DENSITY’ 14 ROAD SPACING AS 4. 

CL) 


by the use of developed land of high value which is likely 
to be ill adapted to the erection of wide fronted houses 
and which in-any case may well be required within a decade 
for other more suitable forms of development. 

The advance acquisition and preparation of sites for at any 
rate the first instalment of the bungalows is, therefore, of the 
first importance. It appears unlikely that in general the 
preparation of the layout and the actual work of development 
can be done in less than six months, and larger sites will 
no doubt take longer. On this assumption the authority 
should aim at ensuring that they have in their possession not 
Tater than the end of this year enough land at any rate for a 
first instalment of the bungalows, and the Minister suggests 
that where possible they should at the outset acquire enough 
land for the whole of their programme. 


LAYOUT PLANNING 


The layout of a site for a single standardized type of house, 
and that a bungalow, cannot provide the same opportunities 
for architectural treatment as for permanent houses of a 
variety of types and sizes. Nevertheless, as the bungalows 
may have a life of ten years, every effort must be made to 
.ensure that their surroundings are as pleasant as possible. 
The layout of the bungalows and their colour scheme will 
require even more skill and care tham with permanent 
buildings. 

As with a layout of permanent houses, the roads should be 
designed to discourage traffic not connected with the 
dwellings. 

Where sites are to be uesd which will not ultimately be 
needed for permanent housing, local authorities will particu- 
larly wish to economize to the maximum extent in works of 
development. Existing roads may provide frontage for all 
the bungalows. Where new temporary roads are required 
they should be of the most economical design and construc- 
tion suitable to their use as purely short-lived service roads. 
The construction to be adopted for the carriageway will be 
determined in the light of local conditions, but kerbs and 
channels and footpaths might be omitted provided there are 
grass margins as in many country roads. 

It will be more than ever important to preserve and incor- 


porate in the layout every existing landscape feature which 
at present adds attractiveness to the site and where necessary 
additional planting should be arranged, especially if it can be 
permanent. 

The maintenance of the immediate surroundings should be 
ensured. Open spaces and sites for communal facilities 
should be provided where required. Such open spaces and 
the road margins will need to be well kept. Tenants should 
be required to keep their gardens in satisfactory condition. 
Any failure in this is bound to have more effect than usual 
on the appearance of the neighbourhood. 

In the arrangement of the bungalows on the site a sunny 
aspect for the living room should be secured. 

Sites in this country are too varied for more specific sugges- 
tions for their treatment than are shown in the sketch layouts. 
These should be looked upon as diagrams only, illustrating 
certain standards. Their application will and should be 
controlled by the various natural characteristics of each site. 
It will be a question of balancing the advantages of a rela- 
tively high density comparable with that normally adopted 
for two-storey houses against the advantages of a lower 
density which will enable as much as possible of the site 
works to be preserved when the bungalows come to be 
replaced. This will depend largely on such factors as the 
price of the land and the nature of the site. 


SITE PLANNING 


The bungalows may be erected on either temporary sites of 
permanent housing sites. On the temporary sites the land 
will revert to its present use or will be used later for other 
than housing purposes. The development works may then 
have no permanent value and will in most cases have to be 
demolished. Where the site is to be used for permanent 
housing in the future, the development works will have been 
designed or should now be designed to have permanent 
value. 


standards 


In considering layouts for the bungalows local authorities 
will need to lay down certain standards, and the following 
are suggested as a general guide. 
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footpath access 


Owing to the length of the frontage of the bungalows the 
provision of normal road frontage would be very costly. 
It is therefore suggested that on temporary sites the maximum 
use should be made of footpath access. Similar footpath 
access from permanent roads may be used to provide addi- 
tional frontage. The greatest distance by footpath from a 
carriageway to the front gate of any bungalow should be 
about 150 ft. The paved footpath should be about 6 ft. wide. 


spacing between fronts and backs of bungalows 


The standard for this depends not so much on light and 
air for these one-storey buildings as on the need for quietness 
and privacy. It is suggested that this would be obtained by 
adistance of 40 ft. between the fronts of the bungalows and 
60 ft. between the backs, which would give an average spacing 
of 50 ft., although some local authorities may feel it necessary 
to modify these distances according to local circumstances 
and site conditions. 


spacing between gable ends 


The spacing between gable ends will depend largely upon 
the site, but it is suggested that 7 ft. or thereabouts would 
bea reasonable distance on a level site. In order to take up 
any difference in levels between adjoining bungalows, it will 
probably be cheaper to form slopes than to build retaining 
walls, and on hilly sites it may be necessary to exceed the 
7 ft. spacing to allow for this. 


general 


Owing to the wide frontage of the bungalows, it will be 
advisable to site them as nearly as possible parallel to the 
contours to reduce excavations on rising ground to a 
minimum. 

It should be noted that there can be no departure from the 
standard plans, e.g., the plan cannot be “handed.” It will 
also be observed that the living room in the Pressed Steel, 
Uni-Seco and Tarran types is on the same side of the house 
as the entrance, whereas in the Arcon type it is on the 
pposite side. This -will affect the arrangement of access 
paths and branch services. 


DENSITY 12% 


In 


LES TO THE SOUTH OF A ROAD 
DENSITY “12%, 


15. 


Figures |—15 show suggested layouts for 
temporary bungalows. The densities 
given on the drawings take into account 
half the roads shown, and on an average 
site will be reduced by two or three 
houses to the acre--for cross roads and 
irregularities of site. These drawings 


tf 


A VARIATION To THE ‘aacon 
PLAN, WHICH HAS THE ENTRANCE ON 
THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE HOUSE TO 
THE UVING ROOM 


form part of Appendix Ill to the Ministry 
of Health and Works’ Memorandum for 
the Guidance of Local Authorities on 
Temporary Accommodation. 
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Above, general view of the main entrance front. 
The canopies over the doors are of painted 
asbestos cement. On the left of the main en- 
trance is a unit of steel framework, extending 
from floor to eaves ; the panels, which are not 
glazed, are of insulated sheet steel. Below, a 
view during construction, showing the angle 
unit and the inner asbestos cement skin. 
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TEMPORARY 
©) U S 


DESIGNED BY ARCOWN 


GENERAL—This house is one of 
the four temporary houses so far 
officially approved under the Hous- 
ing (Temporary Accommodation) 
Act (see page 392) and developed 
by Arcon, Chartered Architects. 


THE SYSTEM—The Arcon Tem- 
porary House, Mark V, represents 
a system of complete house con- 
struction, designed to fulfil a given 
set of requirements. It is not based 
upon an adaptation of all-purpose 
units for universal application. All 
components of the house are manu- 
factured independently at various 
factories, for transmission, through 
a central agency, to the site at 
which the whole of the assembly 
takes place. Preliminary inter- 
change of components between one 
factory and another, for sub- 
assembly, has been eliminated. 

ASSEMBLY—The assembly of the 
house does not call for the use of 
specialist or highly skilled labour. 
Numerous devices have been incor- 
porated to ensure accuracy in 
levelling and alignment and to 
master the tolerances which are 


inevitable in all manufacturing and 
erecting processes. The house can 
be erected by the ordinary builder, 
using semi-skilled general labour. 


CONSTRUCTION--The structure 
consists of a light steel frame of 
tolled sections with welded tubular 
steel roof trusses. The exterior is 
clad with a double layer of asbestos 
cement sheeting, similar sheeting 
being employed for the roof, but 
single layer only. The walls are 
lined with storey-height panels, 
3 feet wide, consisting of 3-inch 
plasterboard or building board, 
backed by insulating material to 
the equivalent of 3-inch wood wool 
and bonded on to light timber 
frames. The thermal insulation 
value of this construction is equal 
to that of 11-inch cavity brick. 

Internal partitions are in panels of 
similar dimensions and construc- 
tion, but without insulating ma- 
terial and faced on both sides with 
plasterboard or building board. 
Ceiling panels are formed with 3- 
inch plasterboard or building board, 
bonded to light wood frames which 
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are suspended from the trusses erd 
mutually located by a simple sys- 
tem of T-section steel bearers. 

The floor comprises impregnated 
battens set in l-inch cement screed 
on site concrete, the whole being 
covered with a layer of pitch and tar, 
to receive {-inch T and G boarding. 


DOORS, WINDOWS, TRIMS— 
Internal doors and frames are of 
wood. External doors and windows 
are steel, of standard sections and 
set in steel linings. 
picture rails, etc., are of steel. 


EQUIPMENT — Kitchen fittings 
and appliances, furnishings and 
sanitary ware are those adopted as 
standard by MOW. The MOW 


Service Unit is incorporated. 


HEATING,HOT WATER—A slow- 
combustion stove, with back boiler 
and convector jacket, is installed in 
the living-room. Warm air is con- 
veyed by ducts to both bedrooms. 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION— 


All wiring is in the roof space, with 


Skirtings, 


ceiling pull switches. Drops to 
socket outlets are in the wall 
panels. 
FUEL rs 
Right, axonometric showing general 
oe od 40 Cs construction. Below, the plan to a scale 
80. of in. to 1 ft. 0 in. 
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Left above, detail of steel: foundation frame. 
Before concreting, the frame is levelled by 
means of screw-jacks which are integral with 
the steelwork. The shanks of the jacks can be 
seen projecting. Right above, detail of zinc 
gable flashing and eaves flashing. The gutter 
is integral with the flashing. 


The steel framework during erection. The steel 
windows and surrounds are made as part of the 
framework. A steel unit forms the outside 
wall of the bathroom and w.c. 


Interior view during erection. The ceiling 
panels are being fitted into position, being sus- 
pended from the trusses by a system of main 
and secondary T-section steel bearers which 
makes for quick erection. 
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Above, the french windows of the living room at the rear. The canopy is of timber and 
string, along which foliage can be trained. Below left, the living room with its slow 
combustion stove, surrounded with aluminium. Below right, a perspective ‘of 
suggested lay-out by Rodney Thomas. 
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INFORMATION CENTRE 


The function of this feature is to supply an index and a digest of 
all current developments in planning and building technique throughout 
the world as recorded in technical publications, and statements of every 


kind whether official, private or commercial. 


Items are written by 


specialists: of the highest authority who are not on the permanent 


staff of the journal and 
and objective. 


views 
The Editors welcome information on all develop- 


expressed are disinterested 


ments from any source, including manufacturers and contractors. 


1691 Atmospheric Pollution 


RAPID SURVEYS OF ATMOSPHERIC 
POLLUTION. (Circular from Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search.) Kinds of pollution. Methods 
of measurement. Of interest to town 
planners. 

This circular has been prepared in view 
of increasing public interest in atmospheric 
pollution, and with a view to enabling 
Local Authorities and others to have the 
information necessary to enable them to 
carry out comparatively simple and rapid 
surveys. 

Po!lution, in general, consists of:— 

(1) Relatively coarse solid matter, such as 
ash or grit, which is usually deposited 
fairly quickly near to its place of origin. 

(2) Fine solid matter, such as smoke, 
which remains suspended in the air for a 
relatively long time. 

(3) Gases, such as_ sulphur 
emitted from domestic or 
chimneys, engines, etc. 

A very simple method of measurement for 
(1) is described. A fairly simple method 
for (2) is also given. For (3) there is no 
simple method available for rapid measure- 
meni, although a survey can be made over 


dioxide, 
industrial 


— front per house 


a period of a few months, and reference is 
given to a full description of the now 
well established Lead Peroxide method for 
measuring sulphur dioxide concentration. 
This note should be of interest to all 
town planners, and will be of direct help 
to those carrying out surveys. 


1692 


Siting Factory-made Houses 


SITING THE Factory-Mape House. 
Tom Mellor (Architects’ Journal, 
August 3, 1944, pp. 81-84). Dangers 
of uncontrolled prefabrication. Call 
for control of design and siting of 
factory-made -houses by architects and 
planners. Functional and esthetic. re- 
quirements of siting. [Hustrated 
suggestions for layout of Portal houses. 


1693 


Siting Portal Houses 
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Suggested lay-outs for the Portal House at a density of 
Above, lay-out with communal gardens. 
Top right, usual method of sideway lay-out of narrow 
Bottom right, lay-out of rows at right 
angles to street with common garden on right ; larger 


12 to the acre. 


frontage type. 


individual plots on left. See No. 1693. 


Scale of Feet 


SITING THE PorTaL House. Walter 
Segal. (Building, September, 1944.) 
Straight row siting is banal and means 
frontages of 30 to 40 ft., according to 
which side faces road. Suggestions for 
grouped siting, which is pleasanter, and 
can reduce road frontage. 


In all the lay-outs suggested siting is at 
twelve houses to the acre. Three of the 
schemes are reproduced on this page. The 
spacing of houses, plot size, garden 
arrangement and length of street is tabu- 
lated below :— 


Space | Sizes Length 
between | of — of Street 
Houses. Plots * |per house 

4 

| ft. ft. in. ft. in. 

8-9 ft. | 30 by 110 0 No 30 0 

12ft.8in.| 45 by 513] Yes | 22 6 

7ft. 8in.| 61 by 400 Yes 14 0 
1694 Surveys 
Two-Day STUDY OF A_ VILLAGE. 
Architectural Association School. 
(Architectural Association Journal, 


July-August, 1944.) Study. organized 
in conjunction with course of town 
planning lectures to illustrate principles 
of town planning surveys. 

One day is spent on site’ work, the second 
on the preparation of reports and explana- 
tory maps. The students work in groups, 
each group studying a particular aspect of 
the community: shopping facilities, social 
services, physical services, and an architec- 
tural and historical survey. 


STRUCTURE 
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Progress Charts 


PROGRAMME AND ProGREsSS. A Pam- 
phlet dealing with the Preparation of 
Charts for Civil Engineering and 
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FACTS ABOUT GLASS FOR ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS 


SPECIFICATION FOR GLASS IN A LARGE STORE (1) 


( The numbers in brackets 
correspond to the key 
numbers in the drawing.) 


ROOF CAFE: Roof (1) : Reinforced concrete with 
Rough Cast Domes. 


Windows (2): t” Polished Plate Glass from floor 
to transom. 


Balustrade (3): Georgian Wired Cast Glass. 


EXTERIOR GLAZING: (4) : }” Figured Rolled Glass 
for light diffusion and privacy, and }” Polished 
Plate Glass for windows where clear vision is 
desired. 


ESCALATOR HALL: Side panels to escalators (5): 
Georgian Wired Cast Glass with white acid line 
treatment. 


Panel Walls (6): Insulight hollow Glass Bricks 
set in concrete mullions. 


GROUND FLOOR CAFE : Roof (7): Concrete with 
7 “ARMOURLIGHT ” Toughened Lenses. 


BEAUTY PARLOUR IN BASEMENT: Jails (8): 
“VITROLITE” with pink mirror insets. 


VESTIBULE: Walls (9): “VITROLITE” in 
ashlar sizes, 14” X21". 


SHOP FRONT: Clerestory lighting (10): Above 
canopy to display. Prismatic Glass. 

Canopy (11): ‘ARMOURLIGHT ” Toughened 
Lenses, circular type. 

Display windows (12): 8’ Polished Plate Glass 
from stallboard riser to underside of canopy. 


ENTRANCE : Inner doors (13) : Clear “ARMOUR- 
PLATE” frameless doors ; single doors, double 
action. 


Outer entrance doors (14): Framed, and glazed 
with Clear Polished Plate Glass. 


FIRE-RESISTING GLAZING: Doors or windows 
in Georgian Wired Cast or 

Georgian Polished Wired 
Glass. 


This is published by Pilkington Brothers Limited of St. Helens, Lancashire, whose Technical Department is always available for consultation regarding 
the properties and uses of glass in architecture. ; 


LONDON OFFICE & SHOWROOMS AT 63 PICCADILLY, W.1 - TELEPHONE: REGENT 42381 
where architectural students may get advice and information on all questions relating to the properties of glass and its use in building. 
- “ARMOURLIGHT,” “ARMOURPLATE” and “VITROLITE” are the registered trade marks of Pilkington Brothers Limited. 
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SEY. OF THE 


BROADCAST 


PROGRAMME No.|I 


A Brave Send-off ... 


but how will tt arrive ? 


When the broadcast programme leaves 
b, the microphone it is a virtually perfect 
translation of sound waves into elec- 
trical impulses: an ‘“‘engineer’s job.” 


And what then ? 


From the transmitter onwards the wireless waves 

begin their adventurous journey. During that 

Odyssey much may happen. Too often they 

arrive like a spent and breathless messenger. 

How many listeners ever really hear the programme 

as true to tone as when it left the Studio? 


2a 


PRIVATE 


In all areas wired for Rediffusion the service is available for 
private housing, public buildings, schools, factories, hospitals, 
civic institutions and open spaces. Full information will be 
gladly given in response to enquiries addressed to the head- 
quarters. of Rediffusion at the address at the foot of this page. 


Rediffusion listeners do.  Rediffusion provides direct 
wire connection with the B.B.C. and receives the world’s 
broadcasts by specially designed reception stations 
manned by their own radio engineers. Programmes 
reproduced in the home have the same quality that 
they had at the outset. Rediffusion cuts out the 
hazards of their journey to the listener’s loudspeaker. 


Broadcasts are turned on or off at will from a 
wall switch—it’s as simple as that and as certain. 
It means reception without the receiver and . 
without the worries. All the worries are dealt 


with before they can reach the listener. 


WIRE RECEPTION SEES EVERY PROGRAMME THROUGH... 


ISSUED BY BROADCAST RELAY SERVICE LTD., VICTORIA STATION HOUSE, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1. TELEPHONE VICTORIA 883% 
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Building Contracts. (HMSO, 9d.) 
Clear and simple explanation of pre- 
paration and use of programme and 
progress charts with illustrations of 
typical examples. 
Probably nothing affects the speed and 
economy of a job so much as smooth 
progress from drawing office to com- 
pletion. As a generalization this is prob- 
ably well recognized but, in spite of this, 
good planning to achieve this result is too 
often missing. The pamphlet issued by 
MOW explains the method of preparing 
and using such charts to the best 
advantage and gives some very useful 
advice. It deals with simple charts for 
programme and progress, and_ then 
elaborates to include for quantity of work 
and then further to bring in labour, plant, 
preparation of drawings, quantities and 
placing of contracts. Figure 3 is a simple 
example of programme and _ progress. 
Figure 6 shows programme and progress 
with a time line added and quantities 
included. Figure 10 is a combined chart 
giving full information. It is pointed out 
that a chart such as shown in Figure 10 
is only a master chart, and that for the 
sake of reasonable simplicity much detail 
has to be omitted. More detailed charts 
for each part of the work are required in 
addition, and if these are kept simple they 
can be of value not only to foremen but 
generally in stimulating interest and 
activity. 


HEATING 


and Ventilation 


1696 Ceramic Heaters 


PITTSBURGH HOUSING AUTHORITY DE- 
SIGNS AND INSTALLS 296 CERAMIC 
HEATERS IN BROADHEATH Manor. M. 
Rosenauer (New Pencil Points, June, 
1944, p. 85.) Article on the coal-fired 
ceramic stove for heating 2-roomed 
house. History of the ceramic tile 
heater. 

The article describes a coal-fired ceramic 
stove, designed for heating a 2-bedroom 
house in America. The construction is 
illustrated on this page. Heating is 
effected by radiation and convection from 
the ceramic tile surfaces of the stove and 
the flue: no ducts are used. Test results 
are given. 


1697 


Domestic Heating 


HEATING, COOKING AND Hot WATER 
SUPPLIES FOR THE House. (Report of 
the Women’s Advisory Committee on 
Solid Fuel.) General discussion of 
problem with recommendations 
intended to lead to economy in fuel 
and Jabour. 

This Report follows the lines of develop- 
ment which have become reasonably well 
defined in the last year or so. Emphasis is 
laid on the need for economy in labour as 
well as fuel. Background warming through- 
out the house is advocated. Built-in ranges 
are considered less suitable than free stand- 
ing types. The need for higher quality 
apparatus is stressed, and the extra initial 
cost justified by saving in running costs. 
Attention is drawn to the need for reduc- 
tion in atmospheric pollution. 

The weakness of the report is in the nature 
of the Committee’s terms of reference, 
which really limit the report to a con- 
sideration of solid fuel appliances, whereas 
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SECTION 


the problems should in fact be considered 
so far as possible without bias towards 
any particular type of fuel. Within this 
limitation the report serves a useful purpose 
in giving the views of a private committee 
on this all-important question. 
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Industrial Ventilation 


INDUSTRIAL EXHAUST VENTILATION IN 
INDUSTRIAL HyGIENE. A. D. Brandt. 
(Heating, Piping and Air Conditioning, 
July, 1944, p. 428.) Possible methods 
of removing air pollutants (such as 
powdered products and _ industrial 
solvents) from air of workrooms. 

The author considers that where the pollu- 
tion arises from scattered sources, or is only 
small in quantity, general ventilation of the 
room offers the best solution. On the other 
hand, where the source of contamination 


_ gives rise to large quantities, or where the 


nature of the contaminating substance is 
such as to be highly dangerous even in 
small concentrations, local exhaust ventila- 
tion is recommended. The various types of: 
local exhaust hoods are discussed. 


view from living room. 


space. 


Broadheath Manor ceramic heater. Top left, 


Top right, from dining 
See No. 1696. 


QUESTIONS 


and Answers 


Left, section. 


HE Information Centre answers any 

question about architecture, building, 

or the professions and trades within 
the building industry. It does so free of 
charge, and its help is available to any 
member of the industry. Answers are sent 
direct to enquirers as soon as they have been 
prepared. The service is confidential, and in 
no case is the identity of an enquirer 
disclosed to a third party. Questions should 
be sent to: THe ARCHITECTs’ JOURNAL, 
45, The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey. 


Builder’s Business 


1699 
O 1. After the war I intend to start up in 

business as a Joiner and Building Con- 
tractor; must I register now? If so, to 
whom do I apply? 

Can you supply me with a list of books 
dealing with Jobbing Builders Estimating and 
Costs and a reliable system of office routine? 


A 1. We quote extracts from a reply to 

questions, made by the Ministry of Works, 
as published in The Builder for September 3, 
943: 


** The registration of builders was carried out 
in September, 1941, under Defence Regulation 
56 A.B. as a war-time measure. ... Since 
that time it has been the policy of the Depart- 
ment not to register any new firms or indi- 
viduals that were not operating as building 
firms or principals prior to October 1, 1941. 
... Any firm or individual not registered, 
which carries out any building or civil 
engineering work in the course of an under- 
taking carried on by them is acting illegally.’’ 

** The possibility of continuance of registra- 
tion after the war has been referred to in the 
Government White Paper on Training for the 
Building Industry in the following terms :— 
The Government would . . . and if requested 
would consider favourably the continuance 
at least during the immediate post-war period 
of the present statutory provisions controlling 
registered building and civil engineering under- 

2. We suggest the following books on esti- 
mating and office routine :— 

Published by 


Estimating, by J. T. Rea. 

Batsford. 

Builders’ Estimates and Pricing Data, by 
= & Mackmen. Published by Chapman and 


Estimating, by B. Price Davies. Published by 
the Building Estimator Publications, Western 
Mail Office, St. Mary Street, Cardiff. 

Office Organization and Management, by 
Dicksee and Blain. Published by Pitman. 
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Speeches and lectures delivered 
before societies, as well as 
reports of their activities, are 
dealt with under this title, 
which includes trade associations, 
Government departments, Parlia- 
ment and professional societies. 
To economize space the bodies 
concerned are represented by their 
initials, but a glossary of abbrevia- 
tions will be found on the front 
cover. Except where inverted 
commas are used, the reports are 
summaries, and not verbatim. 


TCPA 
Herbert Read 


November 2, at 2, Savoy Hill, W.C.2. 
Lunch-time meeting of the Town and 
Country Planning Association. Talk 
on DECENTRALIZATION OF ART, by Dr. 
Herbert Read. Chairman: F. J. 


Osborn. 

- Among the forces making 
H ‘ Read . for social integration, art, 
in my opinion, is supreme. If we recognize 
the re-vitalization of our whole mode of 
living as the real problem, we need not 
quarrel about the priority or supreme im- 
portance, of one sphere or another. It 
is the life itself that is to be renewed, and 
all manifestations of this life, spiritual or 
material, will take on new form and 
colour. If we keep this statement of fact— 
for it is simply a fact, biological rather 
than merely historical—if we keep this fact 
clearly before us, we shall find that it will 
considerably modify our approach to the 
problems covered by the phrase—the decen- 
tralization of the arts. 
The attempts so far made, with State aid 
and under official direction to decentralize 
the arts, proceed on the principle of 
diffusion. They accept, as a bounty, the 
concentration of artists and works of art 
in metropolitan centres, and they aim to 
give from this bounty such crumbs as the 
starving provinces are content to receive. 
As an expedient, directed to the desperate 
state of xsthetic devitalization which exists 
in the provinces, the policy of a body like 
the Council for the Encouragement of 
Music and the Arts may be accepted. The 
starving towns and villages of England 


should be grateful for the crumbs and even 
substantial crusts, that CEMA has thrown 
to them. But what these towns and villages 
require is that they should be enabled to 
earn the bread of art by the labour of 
their own hands. The people who live in 
our towns and villages should be artists 
in their own right, and not merely passive 
receivers, or even active appreciators, of a 
metropolitan culture. To ensure decen- 
tralization of art in this sense, something 
far more drastic than a policy of diffusion 
is necessary. 

For one reason or another the centraliza- 
tion of the arts in a city like London or 
Paris creates an amblance or an atmosphere 
which exercises an irresis‘ible attraction on 
the young artist or poet. Who among us, 
blessed or it may be cursed with creative 
aspirations but born in the provinces, does 
not remember a sick and desperate yearning 
to get to “the centre of things’? Here in 
London, we imagined, was the only arena 
in which we could gain fame, the only 
gladiators against whom we could measure 
our own skill. This state of mind may 
well be an illusion. In a metropolis we 
may, indeed, sharpen our wits and polish 
Our manners, but we may lose more than 
our innocence. Before I explain what I 
mean I would like to glance at a few 
artists who by exception matured their 
genius away from metropolitan centres of 
culture and who yet, by general consent, 
were great artists. I will keep to the nine- 
teenth century, which is far away enough 
to ensure objectivity and yet near enough 
to exhibit all the features of centralization. 
In drama there is the outstanding figure 
of Ibsen. He had no equal in the nine- 
teenth century. Ibsen’s genius was 
matured in one of the smallest and poorest 
countries of Europe, and even then not in 
its Capital city, but in the provincial town 
of Bergen. 

In painting, I would ask you to consider 
the case of Cézanne. Cézanne was never 
drawn into the centralized intellectual life 
of Paris. He was born and remained a pro- 
vincial. I might quote many other instances 
of geniuses who have matured in complete 
isolation—a particularly interesting example 
is Emily Bronte. But I do not wish-to give 
the impression that I am defending what is 
called provincialism. A great artist is 
always universal and transcends the petty 
limitations of his immediate circle. He 
may still speak with a provincial accent, 
but he speaks with the gods. The examples 
quoted show there is no necessary connec- 
tion between great art and metropolitan 
centralization. 

We are dealing with a sociological issue, 
namely, whether art in general is best 
fostered by a centralized and metropolitan 
culture, or whether it grows deeper and 
stronger roots in a regional soil. Historic- 
ally, the answer is clear: the greatest artists 
have arisen in an overwhelming majority 
in situations or under social conditions 
which we should now consider regional. The 
two greatest epochs of art—Greek art and 
Gothic art—drew their vitality from con- 
fined and _ relatively isolated localities. 
Sociologically, centralization spells devi- 
talization, and that devitalization of the 
material forces of a country means a de- 
Vitalization of spiritual forces. No one 
would look for a vigorous school of archi- 
tecture in the depopulated Highlands, nor 
expect a great dramatist to be born in the 
American Dust Bowl. But the provincial 
reality is not such extremes: it is rather 
thriving cities like Liverpool and Birming- 
ham, Middlesbrough and Leeds. Why are 
these cities, culturally speaking, no better 
than the dust bowl or the Sahara? Why is 
no Ibsen born in Hull? There is a Bridie 
from Glasgow and all honour to him, but 
Glasgow does not support him: his fortune 
must be made in the West End. The 


,failure of cities like Glasgow and Liver- 


pool, Birmingham and Manchester, to 


support their own dramatists is not primarily 
economic: there is plenty of money in such 
places, but it is spent on entertainment, not 
on art. These cities fill their Odeons and 

Majestics to overflowing; their citizens flock 
to mass spectacles like Football Finals and 
Greyhound Racing; they give less certain 
support to the touring companies which 
bring them secondhand drama _ from 
London. But they have no_ indigenous 
art, no creative spontaneity of any 
kind. Art languishes in mouldy art 
galleries and empty echoing museums, to 
the smell of mothballs and floor polish. 
The only muses that preside in such places 
are the mummies, and they have been dead 
these ‘five thousand years. 

Vitality will only return with a revolu- 
tion which humanizes industry at the same 
time as it disperses industry: which has 
given the worker responsibility for the 
work he does and a deep satisfaction in the 
place of his work, so that when his work 
is done, he does not seek to escape from 
that place, but stays there in joy and pride. 
The modern proletariat has no roots: it is 
Mobile Labour drifting like cattle over the 
land, seeking nourishment where it may be 
found. But art is born in stillness, in con- 
templation, at rest: it is the still pool-that 
reflects its environment, not the running 
stream. The first thing to construct, there- 
fore, is a centre of stability, an anchor in 
this restless flood of industry. Such centres 
will be a natural expression of the new 
society we imagine and work for—as natural 
as the church was the centre of medieval 
art. If it is argued that we cannot antici- 
pate the spontaneous evolution of such 
centres and musi work first for the social 
revolution, I for one shall not press the 
case for partial and unco-ordinated action 
in this sphere of art. But an attitude of 
ever attending on the revolution that is to 
come is the best way of ensuring that it 
never will come. I believe rather, that we 
can and should take action on our isolated 
front. I believe, in short, that we should 
attempt, even now, to create active centres 
of art in the provinces. 

The theatre is the best medium through 
which to effect the decentralization of the 
arts. It is an art which calls for the living 
human co-operation of many persons within 
a community; not only for its acting or 
presentation, but for its appreciation and 
growth. We must have regional and local 
theatres, fed by local talent, appealing to 
local tastes. The dramatic instinct is latent 
in the people: it is the one art which has 
not been wholly destroyed by false educa- 
tion: it has not suffered the regimentation 
and pedagogic dehydration which painting 
and literature have suffered. The British 
Drama League and other institutions of the 
kind will bear witness to the wealth of local 
talent that even now exists in this branch 
of art. Establish, therefore, regional and 
local theatres, but on a basis, and with an 
equipment, which will enable them to 
become the agents of that wider process of 
revitalization which we recognize to be 
necessary. Let them have attached to them 
concert halls for music, studios for painters, 
film studios and _ projectors, exhibition 
galleries and workshops. Let the artists 
inhabit them, as active practitioners and 
exponents of their arts. Let the people 


come and_ go freely among __ these 
artists, as they did in the Middle 
Ages and in the Free Republics of 


the Renaissance. There should be no 
barriers between the people and the artists, 
for every man is potentially an artist, liable 
to be inspired by the sight of another artist 
working, in a way in which he never would 
be inspired by the divorced product of that 
work. Then I think the blood would 
slowly return to the exhausted arteries, the 
body of the nation would recover its vitality, 
=, art would flourish once again in the 
and. 


INSTITUTIONS Oy 


LONDON : IMPERIAL BUILDINGS 


BARD HOUSE, Gt. CHARLES St 
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MOH 
Circular 


A circular on HoUSING—EMPLOYMENT 
OF ARCHITECTS has been sent to all 
Housing Authorities and County Coun- 
cils by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Ministry of Health. An extract is given 
below. 


In order to assist Local Authorities the 
Royal Institute of British Architects is pre- 
pared on request to put Authorities in touch 
with Architects ready to undertake the pre- 
paration of lay-outs for sites required either 
for the provision of temporary bungalows 
or of permanent houses and of house plans 
required for permanent houses. Requests 
for the names of suitable architects should 
be addressed to the Honorary Secretaries 
of the Local Allied Societies in England and 
Wales whose names and addresses may be 
obtained direct from the Secretary to the 
Royal Institute of British Architects at 66, 
Portland Place, London, W.1. 


RIBA 


Education 


The following Memorandum on EDu- 
CATIONAL FACILITIES FOR STUDENTS OF 
ARCHITECTURE RETURNING FROM 
NATIONAL SERVICE has been issued by 
Everard Haynes, Secretary to the 
Board of Architectural Education of 
the RIBA. 


Facilities for full-time training in architec- 
ture exist at the following Schools of Archi- 
tecture which are recognized for exemption 
from the Intermediate Examination or the 
Intermediate and Finai Examinations of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects: —The 
Aberdeen School of Architecture, Robert 
Gordon’s Technical College, Aberdeen; The 
Birmingham School of Architecture, The 
College of Arts and Crafts, Margaret Street, 
Birmingham, 3; The RWA School of Archi- 
tecture, 25, Great George Street, Park 
Street, Bristol, 1; The School of Architec- 
ture, University of Cambridge, 1. 2 & 3, 
Scroope Terrace, Cambridge: The Welsh 
School of Architecture, The Technical Col- 
lege, Cardiff; The School of Architecture, 
The College of Art, Dundee; The School of 
Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art, 
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh, 3; The Glasgow 
School of Architecture, The Royal Techni- 
cal College, George Street, Glasgow, C.1; 
The School of Architecture, Hull College of 
Art and Crafts, Anlaby Road, Hull; The 
Leeds School of Architecture, Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds, 2; The School of Architecture, 
The College ‘of Art, Leicester; The Liver- 
pool School of Architecture, University of 
Liverpool, Liverpool, 7; The School of 
Architecture, The Architectural Association, 
34-36, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1 (war- 
time address: The Mount House, Hadley 
Common, Herts); The Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University of London, Univer- 
sity College, Gower Street, London. W.C.1 
(wartime address: at St. Catharine’s College, 
Cambridge); The School of Architecture, The 
Polytechnic, Regent Street, London, W.1; 
The Department of Architecture, The 
Northern Polytechnic, Holloway, London, 
N.7; The School of Architecture, University 
of Manchester. 244, Oxford Road, Man- 
chester, 13; The School of Architecture, 
King’s College (University of Durham), 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2; The School of 
Architecture, The College of Art, Waverley 
Street, Nottingham; The School of Archi- 


tecture, Oxford School of Art & Crafts, 
Church Street, St. Ebbe’s, Oxford: The 
School of Architecture, Southern College of 
Art, Portsmouth Centre (war-time address: 
at the School of Art, Winchester); The De- 
partment of Architecture, The University, 
Sheffield, 10; The School of Architecture, 
The Municipal College, Southend-on-Sea. 

All students are advised whenever possible 
either to take a full-time course at a Recog- 
nized School of Architecture with a view to 
qualifying for exemption from the RIBA 
examinations, or, if they have already been 
in attendance at a Recognized School of 
Architecture, to return there to complete 
their course. 

The attention of students is drawn to the 
Government’s Further Education and Train- 
ing Scheme, particulars of which, and the 
necessary form of application, may be ob- 
tained direct from the Appointments De- 
partment of the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, Sardinia Street, London, 

If students cannot for any reason either 
attend or return to a Recognized School of 
Architecture to undertake or complete a 
course, but have to take the RIBA Interme- 
diate Final, or Special Final Examinations 
externally, they should get into touch with 
the Headmaster of the nearest Recognized 
School of Architecture. The Headmaster 
of the Recognized School will give such stu- 
dents guidance and advice about the educa- 
tional facilities available for part-time or 
evening study, either in his own School or 
in other institutions in the locality. 


CORRECTION 


We regret that through a printer’s error in 
Messrs. L. & C. Hardtmuth’s advertisement 
in the ARCHITECTS’ JouRNAL for October 26 
(page xlv) the price of celluloid set squares, 
8”, 45°, was stated to be 2d. each. The 
correct price is, of course, 2s. 2d. each. 


J 


WILLIAM MALLINSON & SONS LTD 


TIMBER AND VENEER MERCHANTS AND PANEL MANUFACTURERS 
130-142 HACKNEY ROAD > LONDON E2 


TELEPHONE + BISHOPSGATE 1234 


TELEGRAMS + ‘ALMONER’ LONDON 


‘ 
= eneer _ 
2 
e 
3155 


3155 


SERIES No. 22— 


MiopERN 


HE Boiler House of a large gas 
fire public bath installation de 
signed and installed by Hadens. 


IN WAR TIME: ° 
A.R.P. VENTILATION 
AND GAS FILTRATION 


HEATING 
BY ALL SYSTEMS 
HIGH PRESSURE HOT WATER 
SYSTEMS FOR HEATING AND PROCESS WORK HOT WATER SUPPLIES 
AIR CONDITIONING AND VENTILATION & FOR CLEANSING STATIONS 
PLUMBING & SANITATION, ELECTRIC LIGHTING & POWER “SMins“watg PATENT DEINFESTING APPARATUS FOR CLOTHING, ETC. 


MAIN BRANCHES: + Sub-Branches : 
Manchester 2,4 Albert Square - - - - =+ = Blackfriars 6356 Newcastle-on-Tyne 1, 13 Mosley Street - - Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Glasgow C.2, 86 St. Vincent Street - - > Central 3196 York, 39. Micklegate, 4256 
Birmi 3, Tpoo! bers, Place 

Norwich, City Chambers, Upper King Street - - - Norwich 22638 
Lincoln, Guildhall Street - - - - Lincoln 993 Evacuated Branches : 

Bournemouth, Avon Road Woe Boscombe _512 Eastbourne, c/o London Office Terminus 2877 
Torquay, Castle Road Torquay 3831 Canterbury, c/o London Office - + © = Terminus 277 


HADENS ENGINEERING co. LTD., 199 Pearse Street, Dublin, C.5 Dublin 43987 


19-29 Woburn Place, LONDON, W.C.1 tn 
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AQUALITE 
damp course 


It always pays to specify ‘“.Damp-course by 
Briggs.” For the pure bitumen of an Aqualite 
dampcourse, moulded around a bitumen-satu- 
rated, sealed-in core of untearable canvas, 
presents a permanent barrier against damp and 
dry rot. A barrier which, though yielding to 
natural displacement, does not squeeze out under 


the weight of the superstructure. 


WILLIAM BRIGGS AND SONS LIMITED, DUNDEE 


London — Vauxhall Grove, S.W.8. Also at Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Liverpool, Bristol, Aberdeen, Norwich and Leicester. 


CALENDARS FOR. 1945. May we reserve your 1945 Calendar? 
To comply with regulations 1d. stamp should accompany your request. | 


* 
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LIGHTING STANDARDS 
= Another wall that didn't have | 
PHONE ADVISE YC 


MEANS ECONOMY 


Eagle Coke Heaters are easily installed. 


Attention is necessary only twice in 
24 hours. 


Burning rate is accurately controlled. 


There are five sizes—500 to 15,000 
cubic feet per heater. 


COKE HEATERS 


A PRODUCT OF Radiation LTD. 
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49.425 


Timber is acutely 
short and -must be 
preserved. 

Presotim has the 
deepest penetra- 
tion and is avail- 
able in a wide 


variety of colours 


Ample supplies are available, and full 
details may be obtained on application to: 
POWELL DUFFRYN LIMITED 


By-Products Department, 
113A, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF 


Telephone: Cardiff 8750 


* 
WN 
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UN 7 STRATFORD PLACE WI. 


XXXVI] 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for November 30, 1944 


PATENT GLAZIN 
MELLOWES &CO LTD  SHEFFIELD& LONDON 
PE R Act. HOUSE: REGS TRE EY 
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WALTHAMSTOW. LONDON £.17 
Sreel —FORSTRENGTH RELIABILITYe EASY. 
JS 2 ULMIN.. ST. . woR-2366. 
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PROTECTION 


The supreme quality of our materials, manufacture 
and service, summed up and now recognised inthe 
word PROTECTION is further emphasised by the 
Registration of the Trade Marksshown here. Thus 
the name PENFOLD becomes a Certificate of Merit. 
It gives anew meaning to the word which expresses 
the ideal to which we have committed ourselves for 
your PROTECTION. The medallion of the familiar 
diamond within a mesh of Chain Link will be attached 
to all our fencing materials. When you order a 
Penfold Product you will be entitled to insist upon 
it, and you will be protected against substitutes. 


PEN t D 
PEN FOLD! PRODUCTS include 
l Chain Link Wire 
REGISTERED TRADE MARKI Mesh, Hinged Joint 

Fencing, Strained 


Wire, Barbed Wire, all types of Iron Railing and Bar 
Fencings, Posts, Gates, Steel Structural Work, 
Cattle and Stock Pennage, Silos, Feeding Troughs, 
Storage Bins, etc. 


PENFOLD FENCING LTD, PHONE: WaT. 2241 
IMPERIAL WORKS, WATFORD AND AT CHESTER AND CARDIFF 


or existing roofs of any type. 


of its scientific efficiency, economy and durability. 


“*REFORM”’ Roof Glazing has been consistently improved over a period of 
some sixty years during which time it has found increasing favour on account 
it may be applied to new 
Particulars on request. 


HAYWARDS LTD., UNION ST., BOROUGH 
Telephone : WATerloo 6035-6039 LONDON, S.E.! 


ALUMINIUM/FOIL INSULATION 
or 

OUR BOOK 
"BUILDING 

ARDOR INSULATION CO. LTD SSA 
; ST. MARY CRAY, KENT. orpincTon 2980 
mk 
REFORM 
‘REFORM’ GI ZING. 2 TED "REFORM’ GLAZ =D TO wooDwoRK. 
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Your post-war needs in 
PLASTICS, RUBBER AND 


EBONITE 
A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE 


If in your post-war plans you visualise the need for articles made from 
plastics, rubber and ebonite, we can offer you a comprehensive service, 
which not only includes manufacturing in each of these materials, but also 


designing, and advice based upon experience. Your inquiries are invited. 


LORIVAL PLASTICS 


UNITED EBONITE & LORIVAL LTD~ LITTLE LEVER - NEAR BOLTON - LANCS 


Telephone : FARNWORTH 676 (Four Lines) + Telegrams: ‘EBONITE’ LITTLE LEVER 


"Requires only 
1/lOth of 
labour 


10 men can lay Expamet re- 
inforcement in |/10th of the 
time they require to lay the 
equivalent number of loose 
rods... Putting it the other 
way round, one man laying 


Expamet can cover the same 
area as ten laying loose rods. PAM 
The ends of a sheet of 

(REG) 


Expamet need no hooking EXPANDED METAL 
or bending, its diamond 


shaped formation provides 
end anchorage and bond 
that no other form of re- 


~ 


Easy to handle, transport and store. 


THE CORE OF GOOD CONCRETE 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
Write, phone or call 


inforcement can equal. THE EXPANDED METAL GO. LTD., 

For your next job use the Burwood House, Caxton Street, S.W.I 

first. and: last word in Telephone Whitehall 1736 cal of 
: irmi conomical of labour—one man can 

reinforcement, Expamet. = at Bi ». Glasgow, Manchester, West Hartlepool, 


berdeen, ast, Cambridge, Cardiff, Exeter and Leeds. lay and interlock the sheets. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements should be addressed to 
the Advt. Manager, ‘The _ Architects’ 
Journal.” War Address: 45 The Avenue, 
Cheam, Surrey, and should reach there by 
first post on Monday morning for inclusion 
in the following week's paper. 


Replies to Box Numbers should be 
addressed care of “ The Architects’ Journal.” 
War Address: 45 The Avenue, Cheam, 
Surrey. 


Public and Official Announcements 


Siz lines or under, 8s.; each additional line, 1s. 
Tue INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
Surveyors maintains a register of qualified 
architects and surveyors (including assistants) 
requiring posts, and invites applications from 
ublic authorities and private practitioners 
aving staff vacancies. Appress: 75 Eaton 
Piace, Lonpon, S.W.1. Tev.: SLoane 5615. 991 


MIDDLESEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 


TWICKENHAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND 
SCHOOL OF ART. 

Applications are invited for the post of 
TEACHER of the following subjects in the 
Twickenham School of Art :— 

(a) Modelmaking (Architectural). 
(b) Architecture. 
(c) Interior Design. 

The appointment will cover mornings and after- 
noons on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, on and from Monday, 8th January, 
1945: payment will be on the approved Middlesex 
Educational eCommittee Scale. 

Application forms may be_ obtained 
Principal, Twickenham Technical College, 
Egerton Road, Twickenham, by sending a 
stamped and addressed fvolscap envelope, to 
whom completed forms must be returned not 
later than Monday, 11th December, 1944. 

H. M. WALTON, 
Secretary to the Middlesex Education 
Committee. 


MINISTRY OF TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING. 


POSTS OF REGIONAL PLANNING OFFICERS. 


Applications are invited for the above-men- 
tioned appointments. The posts, which are 
temporary, carry a salary range of £1,000-£1,200 
per annum. 

The duties corsist of advising and giving 
guidance to Local Planning Authorities on all 
planning subjects, of co-ordinating the Regional 
activities of all Government Departments in 
this field, and of keeping the Minister informed 
of the local planning situation. 

Candidates must possess a recognized archi- 
fectural, engineering or surveying qualification, 
and must have had considerable practical experi- 
ence on town and country planning work either 
in the employment of a Local Authority or in 
private practice. Membership of the Town 
Planning Institute is desirable, but consideration 
will be given to candidates who are not members 
of the Institute if they have had five years’ 
actual experience of statutory planning work. 

Successful candidates will be stationed in the 
Ministry’s Regional Planning Offices, which are 
at present located in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Leeds, 
Nottingham, Cambridge, Reading, __ Bristol, 
— Birmingham, Manchester and Tunbridge 

ells. 

Applicants should write, quoting EA. 1144A, to 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Central (T. & 8S.) Register, Room 5/17, Sardinia 
Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for the neces- 


from the 


sary forms, which shoald be returned completed 
889 


on or before 12th December, 1944. 


COUNTY COUNCIL OF LANARK. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, temporary, 
required by the Property Department of the 
County Counci! of Lanark. 

Candidates must have been born before 1923, 
and be qualified architects, with experience in 
designing and developing drawings, and a know- 
ledge of surveying and levelling. 

Salary scale £250 to £300 p.a., according to 
qualifieations, plus cost of living bonus. 

Applicants should write, quoting EA. 862 XA, 
to the Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Room 5/17, Sardinia Street, Kingsway, W.C.2, 
for the necessary forms, which should be returned 
completed on or before 12th December, 1944. 890 


BOROUG H OF DAGENHAM, ESSEX. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, temporary, 
required by the Borough of Dagenham, Essex. 
Candidates must have been born before 1923, 
and should be competent to prepare plans and 
estimates of building work, particularly housing 
layout and design, and to supervise the erection 


of buildings. Preference will be given to those 
holding a recognised Architectural qualification. 

Salary £400 p.a., plus cost of living bonus, at 
present £49 8s. p.a. 


1058XA, 


Applicants should write, quoting EA. 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 


to the 


Central’ Register, Room 5/17, Sardinia Street, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for the necessary 
forms, 


which should be returned completed not 
later than 12th December, 1944. 891 


NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT PUBLIC WORKS 


DEPARTMENT. 
ARCHITECT (TEMPORARY STAFF) required 
by the Nigerian Government Public Works 


Department for one tour of 12 to 24 months in 
the first instance. Fixed salary between £600 
and £1,000 a year, according to qualifications 
and experience. Free passages and quarters. 
Candidates should be Associates of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, or hold equivalent 
qualifications, and should preferably have had 
experience in urban housing schemes. A diploma 
in town planning would be an advantage. 

Applicants should write, quoting E.A. 1143 A, 
to the Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Central (T. & 8.) Register, Room ag Sardinia 
Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for the neces- 
sary forms, which should be returned completed 
on or before 12th December, 1944. 


ESSEX EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 
SOUTH-WEST ESSEX TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
AND SCHOOL OF ART, FOREST ROAD, 

WALTHAMSTOW, E.17. 
DEPARTMENT oF, ar RE AND 


Applications are invited for the Headship of 
this Department. Candidates should have sub- 
stantial qualifications in Building and related 
subjects, together with responsible teaching ex- 
perience. Industrial experience will be a recom- 
mendation. The successful candidate will be 
expected to take an active interest in the 
corporate life of the College. 

Salary, £600 by annual increments of £25, to a 


maximum of £700, plus war bonus. 
Application forms and further particulars, 
obtainable by sending stamped addressed 


envelope, should be returned to the undersigned 
by December 9th. 
B. E. LAWRENCE, 

Chief Education Ones, 
Chelmsford. 895 


County Offices, 


STEELWORK BY 


SHARMAN 


& SONS 
SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX. 


*Phon 
Feltham 3007. Feltham. 


es: $ 
Sunbury 2367. ** Sharman,” 


Established over 100 years. 


J. W. GRAY & SON LTD. 


“FRANKLIN HOUSE,” 37, RED LION ST. 
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Phone : CHANCERY 8701 (2 lines). 


LIGHTNING 
CONDUCTORS 


Manufacturers and Erectors 


See Information Sheet Nos. 411. 414& 415. Copies moy be obtained 
from GEORGE ELLISON itd. FERRY BARR. BIRMINGHAM. 228 


Member of the Institute Lin of British Photographers 


PRODUCT 
LIMITED 


Flue 


““FOSALSIL ” 


Bricks and Setting Powder 


FOSALSIL ” 


Hythe Works Aggregate for Insulating Concrete 


COLCHESTER 


POWDERS 


PARTITION 
BLOCKS 


HEE: 


WAXED KRAFT THe CHEAPEST 
&CONCRETERS’ <H Samples 
THAGOME 
| 
] 
4 | Co 
| 


Nt 


(4 N. interruption to the 


SS 


itt A work within the factory. 


aa Our Resident Technical 


Representative will 
survey your roofs and estimates will be 
submitted without charge or obligation. 
Work will be undertaken by our local 
skilled staff. We have specialised in this 
service for 30 years. Write or telephone 


now for an appointment. 


MASTICON 
ROOF 
SERVICE 


Head Offices: Industrial Engineering Ltd. 


Commonwealth House, London, W.C.1. 
Telephone : Chancery 5171-2. 


~The post-war 


heating of buildings 


Planning authorities will doubtless 
incorporate the most modern 
methods of heating in post-war 
buildings. 


They agree that whatever the 
method to be used, the mechanical 
‘firing of boilers burning solid fuel 
will bethe cheapest and most effective. 
method of heat production. 


It follows then, that the Iron Fireman, 
the first and foremost Automatic Coal 
Stoker, will play an important part in 
the post-war heating of buildings 
and we invite your questions and 
enquiries. 


The Iron Fireman range of stokers 
includes some 40 models and sizes, 
covering industrial, civil, institutional, 
horticultural and domestic heating 
requirements. 


Iron Fireman 
AUTOMATIC COAL STOKERS 


BY APPOINTMENT 
TO H.M. THE KING 


ASHWELL & NESBIT LTD., BARKBY ROAD 
LEICESTER 


LONDON: 37 Pembroke Square, W.8. BIRMINGHAM (4) : 
12 Whittal St. GLASGOW : 103 Douglas St.,C.2. LEEDS (6): 
32 Headingley Lane. MANCHESTER (13): 184 Oxford Road. 


; 
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Architectural. Appointments Vacant 
Four lines or under, 4s ; each additional line, 1s. 


Wherever possible prospective employers 
are urged to give in their advertisement full 
information about the duty and _ responsi- 
bilities involved, the location of the office, 
and the salary offered. The inclusion of the 
Advertiser's name in lieu of a box number 
is welcomed. 


varied and 
Reply, 
required. 


ANCHESTER Architects, with 

busy practice, require Assistants. 
stating age, experience, and salary 
Box 886. 


RCHITECTS’ DRAUGHTSMAN required for 

London firm temporarily evacuated to 
Maidenhead; good salary and prospects to suit- 
able applicant. Apply, stating age, qualifications, 
experience, and salary required to Box 836. 


RCHITECT’S ASSISTANT wanted to 
develop varying designs for approved new 
system of housing, preferably one having ex- 
perience with speculative builder; London area. 
Apply fully, by letter only, to Stent Precast 
Concrete, Ltd., 1, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 880 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required at 

once; must be capable of levelling, general 
surveys, and preparing working drawings from 
sketches; salary offered £4 to £5 per week, 
according to capabilities. Apply, stating age, 
experience, etc., to Lea & Milner, F/L.R.I.B.A 
4, Market Hill, Huntingdon. 


PERMANENT post of scope and_ interest 
is available for experienced Building 
Surveyor and Architectural Draughtsman; fully 
conversant with regulations affecting industrial 
and commercial properties in London area; wide 


post-war opportunities for able designer of 
elevations and economic layouts; salary, 
rite 


or more, according to age and experience 
Box 885. 


UALIFIED ARCHITECT required by East 

Midland Buildings Contractors, with exten- 
sive my -war housing programme; architec 
under 40 preferred, but not essential; would be 
required to take complete control of architects’ 
department; please give position in respect of 
National Service and salary required; position 
offers permanent and progressive opening to suit- 
able applicant. Apply Box 893. 


Architectural Appointments Wanted 

Assistants and ‘Students 
seeking positions in Architects’ offices will 
be printed in “The Architects’ Journal” 
free of charge until further notice. 


R.I.B.A. offers spare time assistance in 
London area on surveys, schemes, and 
perspectives; evenings and week-ends. Box 399. 


NONTINENTAL 
/ interior 
seeks 
Box 877 


ARCHITECT, 
decoration and 
with 


specialist in 
industrial design, 
scope, in London area. 


RCHITECT’S ASSISTANT requires position 
rs in London en priority work; 10 years’ ex- 
perience. Box 389. 


UNIOR, aged 18, studying for 
exams., requires position in an Architect’s 
Office in North London area; tracing, colouring, 
etc.; exempt military service; salary by arrange- 
ment. Box 398. 


R.1.B.A. 


ARCHITECT (Licentiate) re- 
responsible position in Provinces; 
schools, hospitals, commercial build- 
schedules, delaps. perspectives; 
Box 397. 


SSISTANT 
quires 
experience 
ings, housing, 
energetic and reliable. 


RCHITECT (31), disengaged, requires tem- 

i porary or permanent post; good experience 

estate layout, roads, sewers, surveys, alterations; 

5 years with contractor; salary about £8. 
E. G. W., “ Vellacott,”” Towstock, Barnstaple. 

396 


WO Assistants, one A.R.I.B.A., offer to 
undertake measured surveys, London or 

near to London. Write 40, Harvest Bank Road, 
West Wickham, Kent, or 45, Westbury Avenue, 
Wood Green, N.22. 385 


R.1.B.A. (37), specialist, 
4ie¢ commercial and 
including structural design, planning and 
installation of electrical, heating and other 
services, requires responsible post as Senior 
Assistant; London area, if possible. Box 898. 


experience in 
industrial buildings, 


OY, aged 17, school certificate, requires 
position in Architect’s Office with a view to 


taking the professional exams; will go to any 
district. R. Seegar, The Cobb, Berkhamstead, 
Herts. 394 


Assistant (28), is able to help Architect or 
i Surveyor with plans, tracings, etc., or typing 
specifications, bills, etc., at home in spare time; 
at present engaged on full time National Service; 
fees by arrangement. Booker, Box 391. 


(= ASSISTANT (Chartered), with wide 
~ and varied experience, desires change; 
London area preferred, but not essential; position 


offered must be a permanent one of responsi- 
bility, with definite prospects of advancement 
end carry a substantial salary. Box 388. 


RCHITECT’S ASSISTANT (35), R.A., desires 
P progressive post; site surveys, sketch plans, 
working drawings, details, supervision; licensed 
premises, domestic work, shops, works canteens, 
factory alterations and maintenance; theoretical 
knowledge of cinema and theatre work; possess 
own car; West Midiands preferred. Box 400. 


Qu ALIFIED SURVEYOR, 10 years as a 
Midland Building Contractors, with exten- 
ment Service, and a specialist in the preparation 
of housing schemes, estate development, tewn 
planning, sewerage schemes, etc., offers services, 
in which his technical and practical experience 
would be of use. Replies Box 888. 


RCHITECT, with first-class training and long 
F practice, including town planning, able to 
take charge of staff and to conduct any business, 
free April 1, 1945, requires position of responsi- 


bility, where drive, interest in and ability for 
hard work, would be fully appreciated. Early 
offers to Box 395. 

RCHITECT, Property Manager, Clerk-of- 


Works, 
sponsible positian, not in 
mingham, Midlands, etc.; 
theoretical and practical experience in all 
branches of the profession; building, allied, 
and specialist’s trades; experience includes 
property manarement, maintenance, and a sound 
knowledge of Estate Work; not liable for Military 
and Nationa) Services; over military age, 
rendered War Service during 1914-18. Box 392 


Building Surveyor, etc., seeks re- 
London, but in Bir. 
with over 30 years’ 


JOINERY 


Telegrams : 
“ JOINERY,” BURTON-ON-TRENT 


FOR IMMEDIATE & POST-WAR REQUIREMENTS 


SHARP BROS. & KNIGHT LTD. 
BURTON-ON-TRENT 


Telephone: 
BURTON-ON-TRENT 3350 (4 lines) 


| 


for WALL PANELLING AND DOORS 


FURNITURE AND COUNTER TOPS 
METROPOLITAN -VICKERS ELECTRICAL CO. LTD., TRAFFORD PARK, MANCHESTER, 17. 


W /5210 


Architects always available. 


DONALD BROWN (Brownall) LTD, 


THE BROWNALL JOINT 
FOR LIGHT GAUGE’ COPPER PIPES 


Extensively used on Government and Municipal buildings, Hospitals, 
Baths, Hotels, Factories and Housing Estates. 
stand every scientific and practical test. 


Brownall Joints with- 
Expert technical service for 


Lower Mass, 
MANCHESTER 
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Phone: DEA. 4754 
Grams: DONABROW 


Other Appointments Vacant 
Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 


UILDER MANAGER.—Old-established West 
Lanes firm of House Builders requires for en- 


gagcement, on post-war building when general house 
building is released, an experienced, energetic, 
and capable Manager to take charge of house 
building schemes; permanent position for right 
man; applicants must be competent to supervise 


all trades, including layouts, preparation of roads 
and sewers and building sites, and effectively 
organize and control; preference given to 
applicants with suitable professional qualifica- 
tions, combined with other requirements refe rred 


to. Apply, in first instance, stating age, quati- 
fications, experience, and salary required, to 
Box 897. 
Planning 


As originators of the Auto-Recorder System of 
Machine Milking, we have had extensive experi- 
ence of planning layouts to accommodate the 
new technique. The Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Clean Milk Bill, when passed, will mean a large 
increase in the number of new or modified 
farm buildings required. The position will be 
affected also by the findings of the English 
and Scottish Commissions on this important 
subject. The service of our Technical Depart- 
ment is available to any Architect who may be 
consulted in these matters. Write in confidence 
to: Gascoignes (Reading), Ltd., Berkeley 
Avenue, Reading. 


Miscellaneous 
Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 
J. BINNS, LTD., specialists in the supply 
e and fixing of all types of fencing, tubular 
quard rail, factory partitions and gates. 53, 
Marlborough Street, W.1. 4223-4224- 
225. 


ENCING AND GATES of every type, 
supplied and erected. Specialists in chain 
link. Boulton & Paul, Limited, Norwich. 662 


_ Architectural Drawings expertly, 
confidentially, and speedily traced in large 
independent drawing office. Box 865 
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NDUSTRIAL DESIGN.—Those who can 

produce first-class designs for post-war pro- 

ducts or packaging are invited to write, giving 
details. Box 894. 


O. SHEPPARD, late of 21, Bedford Row, 

e W.C.1 (and the Granwood Flooring Co., 
Ltd.), now at 1, East Road, Chadwell Heath, 
Essex, and on war work, thanks Architects for 
past cordiality, and looks forward to meeting 
them again when his new office opens. 800 


For Sale 


Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 
ARCHITECT’S BUSINESS IN AYR. 


For immediate Sale, as a going concern, old 
and well-established Business of Allan Stevenson 
& Cassels, 56, Sandgate, Ayr, Chartered 
Architects and Surveyors, which includes Factor- 
ing of several Country Estates. Connections 
extend throughout Ayrshire and Renfrewshire. 
Excellent office in main thoroughfare, which 
consists of private room, working drawing room, 
typist’s room, and public office. There is a 
plan safe and fitted-in furniture. Furniture, 
office equipment, typewriters, etc., would be sold 
at a valuation. Audited accounts can be pro- 
duced. 

For further particulars, apply 
scribers, who will receive offers :— 


JOHN, W. & G. LOCKHART, 


: Solicitors. 
211, High Street Ayr. 


Note.—Information can only be given to 
Principals, who must give their name and 
address. 896 


to the Sub- 


MODELS = 


B. THORP 
| FOR 


98 GRAYS INN ROAD, 
TOWN PLANNING 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS TELEPHONE : 


T 
HOLBORN 101 


SOUND INSTRUCTION 
by Postal Method 


is offered by the world’s largest and 
greatest correspondence school in the 
following subjects : 


Architecture 
Architectural Drawing 
and Designing 
Building Contracting 
Building Construction 
and Interior Work 
Building Construction 
and Quantities 
Quantities 
Qu 
Structural Steelwork 
Civil Engineering 


Surveying and Mapping 
Municipal Engineering 
Plan and Map 
Draughtsmanship 
Structural Engineering 
Concrete Engineering 
Structural Drawing 
Construction Draughts- 
manship 
Sanitary Engineering 
Air Conditioning 
Heating and Ventilation 


Special Courses for the Diplomas 


of the R.I.B.A., I.0.B., C.S.I.  Inst.C.E. 
Inst.M. & Cy.E., Inst.Struct.E., R.S.L, 
Inst.S.E., etc. 


Special Terms for members of H.M. Forces. 


Educational Announcements 
Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 


R.I.B.A. QUALIFYING 
Mr. C. W. Box, F.R.1.B M.R.San.I. 
Courses by Correspondence aa Personal in Studio. 
115, Gower St., London, W.C.1 
TELEPHONE : Evston 3305 and 3906. 


Write to-day for Syllabus of our Courses 
in any of the subjects mentioned above 


INTERNATIONAL 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS, LTD. 
Dept. 141, International Buildings ICS 


KINGSWAY, LONDON,W.C.2 


WARDLE 


PRISMALUX 


STANDARD PATTERN 
FOR PASSAGES, CORRIDORS 
STAIRWAY S, PORCHES. 


RECESSED PATTERN 
FOR Pos! 


PATTERN 
FOR SUBWAYS.CABLE AND 
CONDUIT RUNS.ARCHES.ETC 


BOOKLET L.580/I GIVES FULL 
DETAILS AND UP TO DATE PRICES 


=NGINEERING 


DIRECTIONAL 
LIGHTING 


ITIONS WHERE MINIMUM 
PROJECTION IS DESIRABLE, 


DETACHABLE COVER PATTERN 
FOR CONFINED 
OF PASSAGES AND CELLARS. 


NCHESTER 
1A STREET Swi 


Every type of 
FENCING and GATES 


CO. LTD. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


a 


special feature 
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GREENWOOD’S AND AIRVAC VENTILATING COMPANY LIMITED 


SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF VENTILATORS AND COMPLETE VENTILATING UNITS 


BEACON HOUSE, 


KINGSWAY, 


LONDON, W.C.2. 


TOWER CLOCKS 


if 


RINGING PEALS CHIMES CARILLONS 
PUBLIC CLOCKS of all types 


TT & JOHNSTON Lrp. 


ROYDON, SURREY 
Founders of Famous Bells 


Tel : Thornton Heath 3221 (5 lines) 
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